				

DON’T PLANT

INVASIVE PLANTS
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Virgin’s Bower Clematis
(Clematis terniflora)

Porcelain Berry
(Ampelopsis brevipedunculata)

Worst
Invasive Plants
on Cape Island
• Be able to
identify invasive
plants in your
yard.
• Be aware of
the dangers of
invasive plants
to your local
ecosystem.

• Plant noninvasive native
plants in your
Japanese Honeysuckle
gardens and
(Lonicera japonica)
landscaping.

Mugwort
(Artemisia vulgaris)

• Plan a plant
swap to share
native and 		
non-invasive
plants with your
neighbors 		
and friends.
• Erradicate
invasive plants
in your yard.

Multiflora Rose
(Rosa multiflora)

PLANT THIS

Purple Loosestrife
(Lythrum salicaria)

Beebalm
(Monarda species)

English Ivy
(Hedera helix)

Lyreleaf Sage
(Salvia lyrata)

Periwinkle
(Vinca or Catharanthus)

Common Wild Ginger
(Asarum canadense)

5. When the plant has gone to seed care should
be taken to prevent seeds from spreading to
other sites.

Bamboo
(all varieties)

Eastern Red Cedar
(Juniperus virginiana)

INVASIVE
Mugwort
(Artemisia vulgaris)

Oriental Bittersweet
(Celastrus orbiculatus)

Coral Honeysuckle
(Lonicera sempervirens)

INVASIVE
Japanese Honeysuckle
(Lonicera japonica)

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
1. Identify the invasive species present. Use
the app iNaturalist and learn how to easily
identify invasive plants. This will enable you
to learn about when and how to best control
this invasive.
2. An aggressive and consistent regime of hand
pulling, mowing, or cutting of woody stumps
will force the plants to use their root reserves
to re-sprout. After enough repeated treat
ments, the plant will deplete all of its energy
reserves and die.
3. Ideally, you want to remove the plant before
its flowering and seeding period to reduce the  
potential to further spread.
4. Vegetation can be placed inside large black
contractor bags, left out in the sun for
several weeks. This method is referred to as
solarization and essentially kills the plant
through unnaturally high temperatures.

6. Make an invasive only compost pile that is
not used for gardening, simply for composting invasives.

THE INVASIVE PLANT
PROBLEM
All plants are beautiful, but invasive plants
can have a disastrous effect. Invasive plants
are non-native plants that grow quickly and
rapidly. Because the insects and diseases
that normally keep them in check in their
native region are absent, they thrive, crowd
out native competitors, and threaten our
native plants and animals by overtaking
their habitat and food resources.
Vines, such as English Ivy and Virgin’s Bower
Clematis are known to strangle and weaken
mature trees and make them more susceptible to falling in a wind storm. Invasive plants
may also provide breeding grounds for
mosquitoes and other detrimental insects.
Many of the worst invasive plants were
introduced as ornamental plants in our
gardens. One way to keep invasive plants
out of our natural areas is to start planting
non-invasive native plants in our gardens and
landscaping.
Please visit NJ’s Invasive Species Strike
Team Do Not Buy List:
https://www.fohvos.info/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/2019_Strike_Team_Do_Not_
Plant_List-2.pdf

NATIVE
Coral Honeysuckle
(Lonicera sempervirens)

CAPE ISLAND
I N VA S I V E S
BEAUTIFUL BUT.... DEADLY!

Local Suppliers of Native Plants
New Jeresy Audubon Nature Center
of Cape May
1600 Delaware Avenue
Cape May NJ 08204
609-427-3045
Josh Nemeth
The Wildlife Gardener
795 Goshen Road
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
(609) 536-8036

For more information about invasive
plants please visit:
www.jerseyyards.org/jersey-friendly-plants/
invasive-plants/
www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/forest/
invasive_species.html
https://content.yardmap.org/learn/controlmeasures-invasive-plants/
https://extension.unh.edu/resources/files/
resource000988_rep1720.pdf

INVASIVE
Porcelain Berry
(Ampelopsis brevipedunculata)

This brochure was created by the West Cape May
Environmental Commission with special thanks to
Steven Garcia, Brittany Dobrzynski, Josh Nemeth
and Michael O’Brien.

What to know
before you
grow.
INVASIVE
Virgin’s Bower Clematis
(Clematis terniflora)

