BOROUGH OF WEST CAPE MAY

PLANNING-ZONING BOARD

WORKSHOP – April 26, 2011
The Workshop Meeting of the Borough of West Cape May Planning-Zoning Board, held at the Municipal Building, 732 Broadway, was called to order by Chairperson Mulligan at 7:05 PM.  After reading the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975 he led all present in the flag salute.

ROLL CALL:

Members:






  Ramsey Geyer
absent

  Diane Rea

present


  Doris Jacobsen
absent

  Chris Shriver
present


  Art Joblin

absent

  Mark Kulkowitz
present


  Pam Kaithern
present

Alternates:




  Paul Mulligan
present

  Gary Novak

present


  Kevin O’Neill
present

  Dwight Coleman
present

Also Present:

Brock Russell, Esq., Board Solicitor




Ray Roberts, P.E., Acting Board Engineer




Elaine Wallace, Recording Secretary




Norman Roach, Zoning Officer

SWEARING-IN: Brock Russell swore in Mark Kulkowitz and Dwight Coleman as members of the board.

PRESENTATION:  Joe Gilmartin joined the board to give a presentation on Vertical Axis Wind Generators.  He is intereste din alternative energy and has placed solar panels on his business and is considering placing a wind turbine on his private property.  Unfortunately, the existing ordinance was written with traditional wind turbines in mind.  Mr. Gilmartin showed a few short videos on vertical axis wind generators from a Canadian manufacturer with a distributor located on the west coast.  The closest example is somewhere outside of Philadelphia, where the home-owner applied for a variance to install the device.  One benefit over traditional turbines is this type only travels at ambient wind speed, thus is quieter.  West Cape May current ordinance prohibits rooftop mounting of wind turbines, but the one’s Mr. Gilmartin proposed weigh between 350-600 pounds and can be mounted to a steel plate that is placed on the peak.  The board discussed the technology and the existing ordinance and was interested in the vertical axis technology.  More research would need to be done to make any changes to the ordinance, which the engineer advised should be worded to allow for technology to develop but still be relevant.  Solicitor Russell stated the difference in size for these turbines would fit nicely within the variance decision making process rather than rewriting the ordinance to “chase technology.”  He suggested a subcommittee be established to review the matter further.  Mr. Gilmartin was advised he may wish to apply for a variance if he’s interested in installing a vertical axis wind generator as early as September, because the process to revise the ordinance could be lengthy.  Paul Mulligan, Gary Novak, and Art Joblin were appointed to be a subcommittee to look into possible ordinance changes.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: No one wished to speak.

ADJOURNMENT:  On motion of Gary Novak, seconded by Mark Kulkowitz, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace

Recording Secretary
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