MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 12, 2011
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, Engineer Ray Roberts and Solicitor Frank Corrado.
WORK SESSION
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Ray Roberts reviewed the October report.  There was discussion about the improvements being made under the USDA project and when different streets would be done to create the least impact on traffic.  Mr. Roberts also advised he spoke to Ed Belski about a survey for the proposed Sunset Blvd. parking lot and anticipates resubmitting a survey shortly.  
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study:  Nothing new to report.  The Borough is waiting to receive its third quarter billing.  The City has received proposals to design the vaults for the new meters and should be making a decision soon.
Animal Control Service Contract:  Middle Township called to say they’ll be submitting a quote shortly.  After it’s received, the proposals can be compared.
Liquor Licenses:  The Board reviewed the draft ordinance prepared by Solicitor Corrado.  The ordinance changes the music regulations, requires alcohol to be served in connection with food service, and changes the hours of operation for the consumption license.  Commissioner Geyer asked how the money generated by the sale will be used and if there was a specific need for the money.  If there is no need for the money, should the Borough be selling at this time?  The referendum stated the money would be used for tax relief using the principal and interest over a period of time until the fund is depleted.  Individuals have again shown interest in the licenses and Mayor Kaithern thought it would be a good time to revisit the subject.  There was discussion about the minimum bids and if they should be decreased or not.  
Recovering Fire Response Costs:  Mayor Kaithern ordered a publication from the League of Municipalities concerning this issue, but it did not arrive in time for this discussion.  Solicitor Corrado explained most of the ordinances that he’s seen allow billing for auto accidents and fires with substantial losses and to collect money for materials used, not services given.  The Borough could have an ordinance to charge only when a person has insurance and could make a claim.  Commissioner Geyer spoke to the Fire Chief in Glassboro, which has this type of ordinance.  They receive 900 calls per year, mostly for auto accidents, and a billing company handles the process and keeps 10% of the proceeds.  He felt West Cape May probably wouldn’t have enough calls to make it monetarily beneficial but suggested that a County-wide approach may work.  Mr. Geyer wasn’t sure that would be workable but will ask for a copy of their fee structure.  Deputy Mayor Burke reiterated his stance against any ordinance that would charge West Cape May residents and not Lower Township residents.
Historic District Map:  Nothing new at this time
Vacating Borough-owned Alley:  Mayor Kaithern spoke to the tax assessor about the effect of vacating the alley on adjacent properties.  The change in assessed value could be anywhere from $900 to $9000 depending on the size of the adjacent property and the amount of square footage gained.  The Mayor asked the other Commissioners to think about whether they wished to pursue the idea.
Parking in Borough Lot:  The Board further discussed the matter.  The real concern is liability to the Borough.  Solicitor Corrado will draft an ordinance to limit parking in the lots to Borough and Fire Company business or sanctioned activities.  The Board will discuss the draft at the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS: None
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent agenda items.   
The Work Session portion of the meeting was adjourned at 7:54 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 7:58 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.
Minutes: 
September 14, 2011 Special Meeting

September 14, 2011 Closed Session

September 14. 2011 Work Session and Regular Meeting

September 28, 2011 Special Meeting

September 28, 2011 Closed Session

September 28, 2011 Work Session and Regular Meeting

Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: 
464-11
Bond Ordinance Providing for Improvements to the Water/Sewer Utility in and by the Borough of West Cape May, in the County of Cape May, New Jersey, Appropriating $3,013,000 Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance of $2,305, 000 Bonds and Notes of the Borough for Financing the Cost Thereof
465-11
An Ordinance Amending the Regulations Governing Liquor Licenses in West Cape May
Resolutions:

134-11
Authorizing Payment to Frank Corrado for Providing Prosecutor Services

135-11
Resolution Regarding Trick-of-Treat Night
136-11
Bill Payment
137-11
Authorizing Execution of Green Communities 2012 Application Form
NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING:
463-11
An Ordinance Establishing Attendance Requirements for Elected and Appointed Officials
Deputy Mayor Burke made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, to open the public hearing on the above ordinance.  When no one from the public wished to speak, Deputy Mayor Burke made a motion to close the public hearing and adopt the Ordinance.  Commissioner Geyer seconded the motion which was carried unanimously on roll call vote.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer had no report.
Deputy Mayor Burke reminded everyone of the Christmas Parade fundraiser dinner on Sunday, October 16th at the Chalfonte.
Mayor Kaithern reported the County Engineer hopes to select a design firm by Thanksgiving to design the improvements to the Perry Street/Park Boulevard/Myrtle Avenue intersection near Wilbraham Park.  Also, the County’s farmland preservation plan has been renewed and the map is on file with the Clerk.  Mrs. Kaithern also reported that kudzu has been treated along Elmira Street by a public/private partnership that is helping to eliminate and control invasive species.  Lastly, she invited the public to the annual Veterans Day celebration hosted by the American Legion and VFW.

CLERK’S REPORTS:  Elaine Wallace announced the last day to register to vote in the general election is October 18th.  She also read from the Certificate of Determination & Award of Bond Anticipation Notes in the amount of $1,060,000 which were sold to Sturdy Savings Bank at 1.1% interest with a maturity date of September 28, 2011.
PUBLIC PORTION:
Jack Knowles, First Avenue, again expressed concern over the number of homes without house numbers and the limited number of citizens that attend the governing body meetings.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:09 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC
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