MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 22, 2011
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 1:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance: Deputy Clerk Kate Kilian and Solicitor Josh Donohue.
WORK SESSION
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study:  There was nothing new at this time.    

Animal Control Service Contract:  Commissioner Geyer contacted Shore Animal Control and was sent information on pricing and a contract.  He is still waiting to receive information from Middle Township.
Liquor Licenses:   Commissioner Geyer contracted Harold Goldstein, a broker for all of New Jersey and in Mr. Goldstein’s opinion West Cape May is centered around communities that have multiple liquor licenses and that West Cape May is not a draw for potential buyers.  Again, in Mr. Goldstein’s opinion the asking price for the license(s) are too high and the Zoning Ordinance too restrictive.  Mayor Kaithern stated that she sees competition as good and not as a liability.  Deputy Mayor Burke printed several articles regarding the buying and selling of liquor license(s) that he requested be distributed to the Commissioner’s.  Mayor Kaithern asked if the Commissioners spoke with the residents about their opinion of the liquor license.  Deputy Mayor Burke stated that several of the residents were neutral in the fact that WCM permits BYOB at the restaurants.  Commissioner Geyer stated he spoke with Bill Causey a resident of WCM as well as a business owner and Mr. Causey stated that he thought the competition would be great for the Borough, although both license should be sold for a total of $7,000.  Mayor Kaithern stated that having a liquor license would help bring people in to the Borough and keep them there.  The Mayor and Commissioners agreed that they were not interested in hiring a broker consultant.  They also agreed to review Ordinance 429-09 “Regulating the Sale and Distribution of Alcoholic Beverages in the Borough of West Cape May, Providing Rules and Regulations Therefore and Setting Penalties for the Violation Thereof” for the parameters for both consumption and distribution licenses to see if adjustments would be made and continue the discussion at the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
The Governing Body discussed and approved the Eagle Scout project of Roger Portewig.
Mayor Kaithern suggested the Lima Bean Festival be moved to the Backyard Park and asked the Commissioners for their recommendations.  Commissioner Geyer recommended a shuttle bus to transport people from Wilbraham Park to the Backyard Park.  Mayor Kaithern asked Deputy Mayor Burke to speak with the Shade Tree Commission regarding the possibility of using the shuttle bus.  Further discussion ensued and it was agreed upon by the governing body that they will give consideration for moving the festival in 2012.

Commissioner Geyer questioned the payment on the bill list to Alice Vasser Barnes.  Mayor Kaithern explained that this is the first of three COAH payments: 25% when the construction permit was approved; 25% when the project is fifty percent complete and final payment when the CO is issued.  Triad Associates administers this program.
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent agenda items.   
The Work Session portion of the meeting was adjourned at 1:44 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 1:48 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call.
Minutes: 
June 8, 2011 Work Session and Regular Meeting

Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None
Resolutions:

85-11
Refund Farmers Market Vendor Fee

86-11
Insertion of Special Item of Revenue Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87, Chapter


159 Alcohol Education and Rehabilitation Fund

87-11
Approving Eagle Scout Project of Roger Portewig

88-11
Bill Payment

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING:
462-11
An Ordinance Amending Section 27-36(j) of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of West Cape May Regarding Implementation of Landscaping Plans
Commissioner Geyer made a motion, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, to open the public hearing on the above ordinance.  When no one from the public wished to speak, Commissioner Geyer made a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance 462-11.  Deputy Mayor Burke seconded the motion which was carried unanimously on roll call vote.

Commissioner Geyer extended his congratulations to the students from West Cape May that graduated with honors.
Deputy Mayor Burke announced a blood drive on July 25, 2011 from Noon to 6PM at Borough Hall.
Mayor Kaithern stated the Borough received a $625.80 check for the purchase of energy credits which is a by product of the Solar panel installation.

Tom Douglas, 706 Broadway, encouraged the governing body to move the Lima Bean Festival to the grounds of the West Cape May Elementary school for safety reasons.  Mr. Douglas stated that he does not think the liquor license is a prudent idea.  It is an asset as long as you have it but once sold it is a liability.   Mr. Douglas inquired about the COAH accessory apartments.  Mayor Kaithern stated that there are two under contract.

John Rowley, 123 Emerald Avenue, stated that in his opinion there is not an urgency to sell the liquor licenses in this depressed economy.  Mr. Rowley reiterated his suggestion that there be monthly water loss reports prepared.  The Mayor again replied that it would be costly to synchronize the separate software systems.  The next quarterly report will be complete in a little over a week.  Deputy Mayor Burke felt changing the software would only make sense if the Borough felt the loss was in individual homes, rather than in the system itself.  

When no one else wishes to speak, the meeting was adjourned at 2:20PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer.
Respectfully submitted,

Kate Kilian
Deputy Borough Clerk
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