MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 14, 2011
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, and Solicitor Frank Corrado.
PRESENTATION BY CAPE MAY CITY FIRE CHIEF JEROME INDERWIES, JR.
Chief Inderwies presented the Board of Commissioners with a public access Automated Electronic Defibrillator (AED).  The Borough’s safety objective for 2011 was to purchase an AED.  The Cape May Fire Department donated the AED to the Borough and will install it and train employees on its use.  The Mayor presented a certificate of appreciation to the Chief thanking the Fire Department for its generosity.

PRESENTATION TO POLICE CHIEF DIANE SORANTINO
Mayor Kaithern read aloud a certificate of recognition honoring Chief Sorantino for being named the International Association of Woman Police Officer of the Year.
WORK SESSION
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Ray Roberts reviewed the September report which included information on new grant applications for the Park Boulevard Bike Path.  This application will differ from the previous one because it includes the Cape May Transportation Center as a key element showing a regional impact.  Mayor Kaithern suggested including language about how the USDA funding for Central Avenue will work in concert with the bike path plan.
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study:  There was nothing new to report.
Animal Control Service Contract:  Commissioner Geyer stated one bid has been received, but not from the current provider.  He and the Clerk will review the bid and make a recommendation at the next meeting.  Mayor Kaithern asked that the solicitor review the documents before a decision is made by the Board.
Liquor Licenses:  Mayor Kaithern has received one response so far.  The resident was concerned over extending hours and suggested having seasonal hours, over smokers loitering outside, and worried that a store may be built that looks like a strip mall, instead of keeping with the small, shore town feel of West Cape May.  The person did not express any opinion on the proposed minimum bid.
Recovering Fire Response Costs:  Solicitor Corrado reviewed the most recent ordinance provided, but has been unable to speak with the solicitor of Hope Township.  He has several concerns over the legality of charging such a user fee for fire service.  He also discussed it with Richard Braslow, the VFC attorney, who had the same concerns.  Commissioner Geyer spoke with some insurance companies who are writing clauses that they will cover certain costs only if there is physical damage to the structure.  That would not help if the charge was for a false alarm.  He was also concerned about adopting an ordinance that might make people hesitant to call for help.  Deputy Mayor Burke was still opposed to having any ordinance that would charge West Cape May people, but couldn’t be enforced against Lower Township residents who are served by the West Cape May Fire Company.  Mr. Corrado suggested having an ordinance that would make multiple false alarms a municipal violation that could result in a summons, fine, and/or court appearance.  Mayor Kaithern felt more research should be done.
Fire Applications:  There was discussion on Resolution 127-11, listed on the non-consent agenda to approve a Volunteer Fire Application.  Commissioner Geyer asked that it be listed in order to get a definitive answer from the Board.  Deputy Mayor Burke asked that the resolution be removed from consideration because the Board and the VFC had agreed that no more applications would be approved until the by-laws and application were revised.  Solicitor Corrado spoke with Richard Braslow, attorney for the VFC, who confirmed the VFC agreed to that during discussions early this year.  Mr. Braslow provided materials to the VFC based on those discussions, but the VFC has not acted on them, nor have they responded to Mr. Braslow’s calls.  Mr. Corrado also read from a letter dated December 16, 2010 where he outlined the suggested changes including requiring driver abstracts and police background checks, as well as defining the area in which an applicant can live.  The current applicant would not be qualified as a member because he lives outside the area defined in the existing by-laws.  A member of the public suggested putting something in the by-laws stating the members don’t need to respond if they are more than a certain number of miles from the fire house.  Mayor Kaithern also asked that a copy of the separate liability policy the VFC holds be provided to the Clerk for the Borough’s files.
Absence from Meetings Ordinance:  Solicitor Corrado provided a draft ordinance taken from two state statutes.  After some discussion, the Board agreed to add the ordinance to the consent agenda for introduction.
NEW BUSINESS:
Reality TV Filming:  Deputy Clerk Rutherford reported on a phone call and subsequent email from a reality TV production company to determine if the Borough has any regulation on filming, mostly on private property.  Solicitor Corrado explained that large, busy cities like Los Angeles and New York have detailed regulations on filming.  That is not necessary in West Cape May.  The main concerns would be the affect on traffic, streets, and other public areas.  Mr. Corrado will prepare a list of information they would need to provide such as where and when they’d be filming, which streets might be affected, etc.
Requests and Complaints:  Commissioner Geyer has received several anonymous phone calls in the middle of the night from blocked numbers complaining about various matters.  He urged the public to use the proper protocol for making legitimate complaints and suggestions.  All complaints/suggestions need to be in writing and must include the person’s name and contact information.  Anonymous complaints will not be accepted.
Historic District Map:  The HPC has requested the Borough distribute a Historic District map with all zoning applications so people would know if they have to go before the HPC.  The County Planning Department created a map based on the area identified by the HPC chair and members, but won’t remove the word “draft” until it’s approved by the Board. 
FireEx:  Mayor Kaithern double checked with the finance office and the VFC doesn’t pay sales tax on anything done through purchase orders.  The only real question is gas purchased at the pump where the taxes are built into the price.  Commissioner Geyer stated the VFC only spends about $2,000 per year on gas, and it wouldn’t warrant hiring this firm to pursue reimbursement on the taxes for just that.

REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent agenda items.   
The Work Session portion of the meeting was adjourned at 8:43 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 8:46 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.
Minutes: 
August 24, 2011 Work Session and Regular Meeting

Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: 
463-11
An Ordinance Establishing Attendance Requirements for Elected and Appointed Officials
Resolutions:

121-11
Authorizing Professional Services Contract to Remington & Vernick for Park Boulevard Bike Lane Grant Applications

122-11
Special Events Permit to Sharyn Mead for Daisies Girl Scout Meetings

123-11
Refund Overpayment of Real Estate Taxes Paid For Block 58 Lot 1.01    
124-11
Refund Christmas Parade Fundraiser Vendor Fees

125-11
Resolution Canceling Check

126-11
Bill Payment

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer announced the VFW is having a blood drive this Friday evening.  He urged anyone interested to donate.

Deputy Mayor Burke reported the Shade Tree Commission is sponsoring a seminar on Saturday, September 24th from 11:30 to 12:30.  There will be several local experts presenting material.  The Cape May Shade Tree Commission was invited to attend and anyone else interested may participate.  The seminar will gain the members CEUs toward their certifications.

Mayor Kaithern advised the County is now recycling up to number 7 on plastic.  Also the County will be moving to single stream recycling instead of the current system of separate paper and glass/plastic because they are losing customers to ACUA.  The Borough percentage of recycling to solid waste has increased over last year and the Borough is now ranked #8 in the county for tonnage recycled.  Lastly, she announced plans for the Christmas parade have begun, but Charlotte is currently in the hospital after having both knees replaced.

PUBLIC PORTION:
Arron Rothwell, 127 Stevens Street, expressed concern because the Borough “is a mess”, citing weeds growing in Wilbraham Park and grass clippings in the street around Borough Hall Buildings.  He felt these things need to be addressed not just for aesthetic reasons but for environmental ones as well.  He also provided a written statement about whether the Borough was following its own Storm Water Management Standards or not.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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