MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 12, 2012
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, Engineer Ray Roberts, and Solicitor Suzanne Pasley.
PRESENTATION TO BETTY ERNST HONORING RICHARD “DICK” ERNST

Mayor Kaithern read aloud a Proclamation honoring Richard Ernst.  Deputy Mayor Burke drew attention to the marker made for the Space Shuttle Tree that was donated to the Coast Guard Base and in honor of Mr. Ernst. The Board presented to Mrs. Betty Ernst and her family the signed proclamation and a plaque commemorating Mrs. Ernst as Grand Marshal of the 47th annual West Cape May Community Christmas Parade.    The Commander of the US Coast Guard Base gave a short speech honoring Dick Ernst for his attendance at every graduation ceremony and his always making a point of thanking each recruit for serving their nation.  Representatives of the Toys for Tots and Marine Corps were also present.
WORK SESSION
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Ray Roberts reviewed the December report (attached).

OLD BUSINESS

Animal Control Services Contract:  Shore Animal Control responded that they would be willing to consider either their original proposal or to continue on a time and material basis, plus $2,400 to perform the dog census. Mr. Geyer recommended going with the annual contract because the Borough would be assured all the necessary services are provided.
Site Remediation: Solicitor Corrado is working on this, but he was not present to give an update.  Engineer Roberts advised the Borough that if they are going to solicit other proposals, they must make sure the firm has a LSRP on staff.
NEW BUSINESS:
VFC – new fire truck proposal:  Steve Nelson and Fire Chief Chuck McPherson joined the board to discuss the need for a new fire truck.  The lead truck was purchased in 1993 and has required significant repairs in the last few years.  The VFC was willing to purchase through a bond or a lease purchase, whichever the Borough would prefer.  Mayor Kaithern agreed it was time to look into replacing the truck. She had contacted the Borough’s grant administrator to see if there were grant funds available.  She asked Mr. Nelson and Mr. McPherson to provide the data they’ve collected as the first step to moving forward.  She will have the grant administrator review it and determine if grants would be possible, then move on from there.  Commissioner Geyer noted the SCBA is the most important personal gear for the firefighters, costing approximately $8,000 per person.  The VFC has applied for grants for the last few years, but have not been successful.  A large portion of the equipment is going to meet the end of its lifespan in about 2 years.  Mayor Kaithern asked Mr. Nelson and Mr. McPherson to provide whatever information they could on the SCBA equipment, too.  Lastly, Mayor Kaithern thanked the VFC for their assistance with the Christmas Parade.

The work session was adjourned and the regular portion convened at 7:27 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call.
Minutes:  November 28, 2012 Work Session and Regular Meeting

Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None
Resolutions:

147-12
Resolution Authorizing Appropriation Transfers during the Last Two (2) Months of the Fiscal Year
148-12
Bill Payment

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer announced he has tendered his resignation as of December 14th.  He stated it has been a pleasure and honor serving the residents of WCM and he is pleased with the accomplishments of the Borough over that time.  He hoped that whoever replaces him will  continue his efforts to support the VFC and make sure they are kept current and up to speed.  Lastly, he wished the Borough and it’s residents success in the future.

Deputy Mayor Burke announced the Borough will be hosting a Red Cross blood drive on Wednesday January 30th.   He also reported the Shade Tree Commission planted about 10 trees through the community today.

Mayor Kaithern wished Commissioner Geyer good fortune in sunny Florida.
PUBLIC PORTION: 
Peter McDonough, 135 Third Avenue, thanked Commissioner Geyer for the great job he did while serving West Cape May.  He also commended the Borough on the great job they did during Superstorm Sandy.  Lastly he wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Mike Bean, 400 Fow Avenue, thanked Commissioner Geyer for the job he did, especially for the Volunteer Fire Company.  He also wished everyone a happy holiday.

When no one else wished to speak, the meeting was adjourned at 7:34 PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Commissioner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Commissioner. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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