MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 25, 2012
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 1:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke (via telephone), and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, Engineer Ray Roberts, Auditor Leon Costello, and Solicitor Frank Corrado.
WORK SESSION
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study: There was nothing new to report, but a closed session resolution was added to the consent agenda to discuss the potential litigation.
Property Maintenance: The process is being followed on 6 properties.
Changing Municipal Election to November: Mayor Kaithern spoke to the County Clerk who expressed concerns over the additional cost of the November election, possibility of needing more voting machines, and voters not paying attention all the way to the bottom of the ballot where the municipal candidates will be.  The Board discussed and decided to wait until after this November’s election to see how it worked for the municipalities that have already changed.
Status of Plenary Retail Consumption License:  The board is not planning to offer the PRC for sale at this time.
Request for Parking of Tastings & Tours Buses:  The Board decided it was not in favor of pursuing this because of conflicts that could happen with the farmers market and events at the fire hall.  The Clerk will notify the requestor of the decision.
Agriculture Management Practice:  Solicitor Corrado sent the Borough’s comments to the SADC and included the letters received from Beach Plum Farm and Willow Creek Winery.  Mayor Kaithern reported that she was able to meet with Assemblyman Milam and other stakeholders in the AMP to discuss the assembly bill A323.  She felt there was a good discussion and a copy of the Borough’s letter to the SADC was provided to Mr. Milam.
NEW BUSINESS: 
Review Parking Signs for Borough Parking Lot:  The Board approved the sample provided by Public Works Supervisor Rob Flynn with a few amendments.
Sunset Boulevard Parking Lot:  Deputy Mayor Burke asked if this matter had been dropped.  Commissioner Geyer explained the volunteer who was working on it has been out of communication lately, but he’ll try to get an update.
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent Agenda items. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.
Minutes:  None
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: Scheduled for second reading and public hearing May 23, 2012 at 1 PM
471-12
Bond Ordinance for Small Cities Community Development Block Grant – Housing Rehabilitation - $200,000 (Supplemental Debt - .11%)
Resolutions:

65-12
Supporting the New Jersey Employer Support Guard and Reserve (ESGR) with Their Employment Initiative Program
66-12
A Resolution Opposing Suspension of new Jersey Transit Bus Route Service to the Communities of Stone Harbor, Avalon and Sea Isle City

67-12
Apposing Senate Bills 1451 and 1452

68-12
Bill Payment
69-12
Capital Budget Amendment

70-12
Scheduling of Closed Session – Water Loss Potential Litigation

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer asked people to be extra careful when handling compact fluorescent lights because they contain mercury and can be very dangerous when broken.  He also reminded everyone to be aware of pedestrians and bicyclists as the summer season begins and to drive carefully.
Deputy Mayor Burke asked Mayor Kaithern to give his report.  Appreciation was extended to the Environmental Commission for their annual clean up of Sunset Boulevard this past weekend.  The EC will have a seminar by Pat Sutton on May 5th.  The Shade Tree Commission held a seminar last weekend on proper tree pruning and trimming.  They also sponsored a tree planting in Wilbraham Park in memory of Elizabeth Flershem.
Mayor Kaithern reported she met with the County Engineer and Urban Design who will be doing design work for the proposed roundabout at the Myrtle/Park/Sunset intersection.  Surveying work will be done and representatives will speak to neighbors.  The planning and permitting process will take approximately a year.
PUBLIC PORTION

Gloria Kittel, 210 Third Avenue, asked if there was a map of the historic district available.  She spoke in favor of a vinyl fence that was put up on Pacific Avenue without getting a zoning permit.  The owner was denied a permit by the Historic Preservation Commission and the Planning Zoning Board denied his appeal.

Jeanne Shelly, 204 Third Avenue, reported a vinyl fence was put up that day on Third Avenue on the first block off Broadway.  Mayor Kaithern advised her the Borough would look into it.  Ms. Shelly also asked how people get on the “property maintenance list” discussed during the work session.  Mayor Kaithern explained complaints must be filed before any action can be taken.  Commissioner Geyer clarified that properties on that list are extreme cases.  He suggests people talk to their neighbors before a complaint is filed to see if the matter can be resolved.  Ms. Shelly asked if the list of properties was public information.  She was advised anyone can get a copy of the list by filing an OPRA request with the Clerk’s Office.

Barbara Wilde, 160 and 168 Stevens Street, asked if she could get written notice in the future when meetings that affect her property are going to take place.  She claimed to not have received notice of the meeting the Mayor had with Assemblyman Milam on April 19th.  She stated she was shocked to see the Borough’s letter to the SADC about the proposed AMP.  She felt the Borough seemed anti-agriculture and against her winery, but hoped that wasn’t actually the case.  She also felt the Borough’s letter was the same as Mr. Bashaw’s letter.  Lastly, she thought the Borough may misunderstand the Right to Farm Act.
The meeting recessed into closed session at 1:52 PM and was reconvened at 2:12 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Mayor Kaithern.
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:13 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Mayor Kaithern. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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