MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING
JUNE 27, 2012
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 1:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, and Borough Solicitor Frank Corrado.

WORK SESSION
BARBARA WEIGAND, Risk Management Consultant for JIF.  Mrs. Weigand reviewed the Borough’s renewal loss report and commended the Borough on the excellent report it received.  She also discussed the different facets of the JIF Safety Program. 
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study:   Nothing new to report
WQMP – Approval of SSA Map: The map was revised to remove the center designation delineation line as it was not pertinent to this map.  The map shows the proper sewer service area as well as delineating areas that are environmentally sensitive or preserved.  Not everywhere within the sewer service area is sewerable.  A resolution was added to the consent agenda to approve the map.
Trailer Parking on Streets:  Solicitor Corrado recommended the Board receive input from the police, fire, and public works before deciding which streets should be included in a ban.  The police, public works, and fire agreed that the worst area is along Broadway and the first block of each side street off Broadway.  The area roughly follows the historic district.  Commissioner Geyer was concerned that banning in just one area would push the problem into someone else’s neighborhood.  The police also suggested allowing permits for people to park in front of their driveway.  Deputy Mayor Burke was concerned that it may hurt people whose livelihood comes from the use of a trailer, such as landscapers.  Commissioner Geyer suggested having regulations in place for construction trailers and roll-off dumpsters, including time limits and obtaining a permit.  Frank Corrado explained there are two separate issues – general parking restriction and permitting process for roll-off containers and construction trailers.  Commissioner Geyer will look into size and weights of trailers to determine if that could be used as a means of regulation.  He will stay in touch with the Borough Solicitor. 
VFC Special Events Application:  Commissioner Geyer is trying to get them to comply, but isn’t sure how to get them to get the Borough’s form completed by renters.  He has asked them to email the Clerk’s office every time someone books the hall, but that isn’t being done either.  The Board also discussed the pre-employment drug testing that hasn’t been completed by two of the firefighters that were appointed earlier this year.  Commissioner Geyer will work with the Clerk to try to get the paperwork to the individuals.
Nuisance/Noise Ordinance:  Solicitor Corrado supplied a draft based on the DEP approved standards.  He asked the Board to look over sections 10 and 11 contain optional provisions.  The Board can choose to regulate any or all of those items.  He also explained that section 12 covers enforcement, which is a relatively complicated process.  Commissioner Geyer believes that Lower Township is the only municipality in Cape May County that has a DEP approved noise ordinance and they use Honey Pron, who is employed by the County, as their noise investigator and noise officer.  The Borough Clerk will check with Ms. Pron to discuss her serving as the Borough’s noise offense investigator.
Business District Ordinance:  Nothing new at this time
NEW BUSINESS - None
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent agenda items.   Commissioner Geyer asked to move 96-12 to the non-consent agenda because he could not support it as written.  He felt it was unfair to say we support farms, but not support measures to help them be profitable.  Deputy Mayor Burke argued that A323/S2074 would change what is already a restriction on preserved farmland and would negate local zoning regulations over such properties.  Solicitor Corrado explained that currently under right to farm, only agricultural events are permitted, such as wine pairings or corn mazes, but “life events”, such as weddings and anniversary parties, are prohibited.  What A323/S2074 would do would be to change the regulations to allow life events on preserved farms without having to conform to any local zoning.  After further discussion, resolution 96-12 was amended to further reinforce the Borough opposed A323/S2074 as currently written.  The resolution was not removed from the consent agenda.
The Work Session portion of the meeting was adjourned at 2:34 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 2:38 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.

Minutes: 
June 13, 2012 Work Session and Regular Meeting



June 13, 2012 Closed Session
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None
Resolutions:

90-12
Refund of Unexpended Escrow Fees – Alexander Johnson

91-12
Refund of Unexpended Escrow Fees – South Jersey Gas Co.

92-12
Endorsing the CMCMUA Proposed Switch of the Cape May County Intermediate Processing Facility to Single Stream Recycling

93-12
Renewal of Membership in the Atlantic County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund

94-12
Bill Payment

95-12
Scheduling of Closed Session (Potential Litigation – Water Loss & Right to Farm; Pending Litigation – Cox Summons)

96-12
Opposing A323/S2074 AS AMENDED
97-12
Approving the Future Wastewater Services Area Map for the Borough of West Cape May

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer asked everyone to get the word out that bicycles are required to follow the same traffic regulations as vehicles.  He asked groups to watch for traffic and stay in a single line so as not to block traffic and asked parents to keep a close watch on their small children.  Lastly, Mr. Geyer asked everyone to be sure their house numbers are clearly displayed.  It is a safety issue when emergency responders can’t find a house because it doesn’t have a number.

Deputy Mayor Burke agreed with Commissioner Geyer about house numbers.  It is an initiative that comes up every few years.  He reminded everyone that pedestrians in a crosswalk have the right-of-way.  The Borough will be hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on July 23rd from noon until 5 pm.  Lastly, Mr. Burke reported there was vandalism at Wilbraham Park and asked everyone to keep their eyes out, not just for public spaces, but for their neighbors.

Mayor Kaithern announced the first night of the farmers market was a success.  There are a lot of interesting vendors attending this year.

PUBLIC PORTION: 
Harriet Wilson 437 Third Avenue, said the police need to do more about enforcing regulations for bicyclists, particularly requiring lights or reflectors on bikes, not talking on cell phones or riding on wrong side of street, and observance of all traffic laws. 
Sharyn Mead, 312 Sixth Avenue, spoke in favor of prohibiting trailers from parking on streets.   

When no one else wished to speak, the meeting was recessed into closed session at 2:49 PM.  The regular meeting was reconvened at 3:06 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke.  No action was taken as a result of the closed session.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:06 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke. 

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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