MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 7, 2012
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, and Solicitor Frank Corrado.
WORK SESSION
ENGINEER’S REPORT: Mr. Roberts reviewed the report for November 2012 with a minor correction in the dates.  The corrected report is attached.
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study: Nothing new to report.
Trailer Parking on Streets:  The Board was not in favor of pursuing this topic further.
Special Events Ordinance and Noise Ordinance:  Solicitor Corrado was still working on and researching these items.  He suggested the Board keep an eye on events and noise issues while he does so, stating the matters should not be rushed.  He also reminded the Commissioners that the Borough’s noise ordinance is enforceable as written, so adopting a new ordinance is not as pressing as previously thought.
2013 Events Held in Wilbraham Park:  The Shade Tree Commission will review the schedule at its November 13th meeting.  Commissioner Geyer reported the VFC is willing to take a date in September, if possible.
Conference Call Upgrade:  Commissioner Geyer is still shopping around for different phones that will work with the current system.  Mayor Kaithern stated the CFO will have to determine if there is money available.  Since there isn’t a great need, it may have to wait until next year’s budget.
Moving Election to November:  The Board worried about partisan politics entering into the election if it were moved to November.  The early results from Cape May didn’t indicate that happened and there didn’t seem to be any problem with local questions.  The Clerk will provide any additional input she receives and the Board will be prepared to make a decision at the next meeting.
Animal Control Services Contract:  The current company provided a quote and Commissioner Geyer requested quotes from two other sources.  The Shore Animal Control proposal is available to the commissioners in the clerk’s office.  The deadline for submitting proposals will be prior to the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:
School Funding Formula:  Commissioner Geyer asked if anyone attended the meeting in Cape May earlier in the day.  Mayor Kaithern listened to the meeting and discussed it with Solicitor Corrado, who will reach out to the presenter to get clarification.  Deputy Mayor Burke said the state’s position had been to add municipalities to regional schools, not take them out.  He was concerned the Borough might spend money on something that isn’t likely to go anywhere.

The work session was adjourned and the regular portion convened at 7:29 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call.
Minutes:  October 24, 2012 Work Session and Regular Meeting

     October 24, 2012 Closed Session
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None
Resolutions:

139-12
Bill Payment

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING:
475-12
An Ordinance Amending Section 9-1.3 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of West Cape May to Provide for the Use of the West Cape May Volunteer Fire Company Fire Hall

Deputy Mayor Burke made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, to open the public hearing on the above ordinance.  When no one from the public wished to speak, Commissioner Geyer made a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance 475-12.  Deputy Mayor Burke seconded the motion which was carried unanimously on roll call vote.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer commended Dan Rutherford and the entire West Cape May team on the preparation they did for Superstorm Sandy.  He also reminded everyone to get a flu shot.  
Deputy Mayor Burke also commended Public Works, Emergency Management, Volunteer Fire and Police for their great work during the storm.   

Mayor Kaithern concurred on the great coordination of efforts during the storm.  At OEM Coordinator Rutherford’s suggestion, all first responders met on Sunday before the storm to discuss strategy.  Fortunately, the area was spared the worst of the storm.  FEMA will be reimbursing for expenses due to Sandy and anyone who had damage should file as soon as possible.  Information is available online or in the office.  Mayor Kaithern also announced Triad, the Borough’s COAH administrator, will be having a bid opening on November 21st for a few properties under the housing rehabilitation program.  There are still opportunities for any qualified individuals who may be interested.

PUBLIC PORTION: No comments.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:37 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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