
MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

October 27, 2010
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 1:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Kate Kilian, Borough Solicitor Frank Corrado and Associate Attorney Josh Donahue.
WORK SESSION
OLD BUSINESS

Alternative Energy:   The Borough Solicitor is working on a request for proposals for a power purchase agreement.  The firm handling the direct install grant application will visit the borough complex on October 28th.
Sunset Boulevard Parking Lot:  Commissioner Geyer was under the understanding that Mr. Belski was working with the mayor to arrange a land survey of the property.
Water System Study:  At this time, the Borough is awaiting a response from Cape May City regarding the latest correspondence which was made available for the commissioners’ review in clerk’s office.
VFC State Evaluations:  PEOSH Department of Labor admitted to being lax but will try to get their report to the Borough by next week.  Once all the reports are received, Commissioner Geyer and the Chief McPherson will meet with Cape May about reinstating the relationship between West Cape May and Cape May City.
HPC Expansion of Historic District:  Commissioner Geyer will review the Stevens Street report in the clerk’s office.  Once he knows which direction the board wishes to move (entire section versus specified sites), Solicitor Corrado will draft an ordinance.
Knox Box:  Commissioner Geyer is still waiting for information from the manufacturer.  Solicitor Corrado wants the fire company to specify exactly what they would like residents to use.
Revision to Street Opening Regulations – Maintenance Bonds:  Nothing new at this time.
Construction Office Fees:  Commissioner Geyer reported that some fees will need to be paid to Lower Township for permits that began under Cape May but have been transferred to Lower.  In particular are fees due for inspections in connection with Cape Manor.  Mr. Geyer is unsure where the money will come from since there wasn’t anything budgeted.  The construction official is looking to avoid as many fees as possible, but more can be expected.
NEW BUSINESS: None
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent agenda items. 
The Work Session portion of the meeting was adjourned at 1:19 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 1:22 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call.  The minutes were revised to correct discussion about Emergency Access on Borough Streets.
Minutes: 
October 13, 2010 Work Session and Regular Meeting – As Amended
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None
Resolutions:

165-10
Authorizing a Trust Fund Which Shall Be Considered a “Dedication by Rider” to the Budget of the Borough of West Cape May for the Collection and Disbursement of Recreation Dedicated Fees  

166-10
Scheduling of Closed Session (Judge vacancy applicant)

167-10
Bill Payment

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING

456-10
An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 343-05 Entitled “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 5 of the Code of the Borough of West Cape May Entitled Animal Control Section 5-2 Possession of Dogs”
Deputy Mayor Burke made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, to open the public hearing on the above ordinance.  When no one from the public wished to speak, Deputy Mayor Burke made a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance 457-10.  Commissioner Geyer seconded the motion which was carried unanimously on roll call vote.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer reported things were running smoothly with the new construction office processes.  He also stated there seems to be some people not aware that they needed zoning permits and construction permits for work such as decks and porches. 
Deputy Mayor Burke announced there had been a Wilbraham park clean up this past weekend and the Cape May Gardening Club removed much of what they had planted around the flag pole in preparation for the installation of the first round of commemorative bricks.  There is an informational display containing forms for purchase of bricks for a second round next year. 
Mayor Kaithern announced it is still possible for residents to apply for a Senior Freeze through the tax office until November 1st.  Planning for the Christmas Parade is well underway.  Mayor Kaithern gave a special thanks to Kate Kilian for all her work on the project.  There are fundraisers scheduled for November 1st at the VFW, November 9th at Congress Hall and November 20th at the Fire Hall.  Mrs. Kaithern encouraged everyone to attend.

PUBLIC PORTION:
Kathy Gallagher, 629 West Drive, analyzed the data from the 3rd quarter water reports and found the Borough’s usage was up 2.9 million gallons over any other quarter since 2000 and the loss was down 2.7 million gallons.  She understood that the contractors found something but that it couldn’t be shared with the public.  She was advised that, to the Borough’s knowledge, nothing has been found, changed or corrected at this time and has no explanation for why the loss is down this quarter.  Ms. Gallagher also asked the procedure followed for a catastrophic leak.  She was advised that leaks are handled in accordance with Borough ordinance.  The Water Sewer Superintendent computes the customer’s average usage during the quarter in question over the previous three years.  The customer is billed the total rate for all water up to the three year average and is only charged the bulk rate for all water used in excess of that three year average.  
When no one else wished to speak the meeting was recessed into closed session on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke at 1:41 PM.  The regular meeting was reconvened at 2:04 PM on motion Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke and then adjourned at 2:06 PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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