MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

SEPTEMBER 22, 2010
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 1:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Kate Kilian, and Borough Solicitor Christine Cote’.

WORK SESSION
OLD BUSINESS

Energy Audit:   Deputy Mayor Burke announced the audit is complete and closed out.  The Borough has secured $20,000 in federal funds and is applying for an additional $30,000 in state funds to be able to pursue some of the recommendations made in the audit.
Sunset Boulevard Parking Lot:  Nothing new at this time.
Water System Study:  Mayor Kaithern reported the meter experts from West Cape May and Cape May City, along with staff from both water/sewer departments, met last Tuesday to evaluate the meters and set-ups to determine what the evaluation will require.  Once the preliminary work is completed, the actual evaluation will be scheduled.
VFC State Evaluations:  Commissioner Geyer stated one portion of the PEOSH report is finished.  The Borough is still waiting for a report from the Labor division, which walked through the facility the previous week.  In a related matter, the VFC submitted payment to the finance office of $464.10 for phone bill charges made by a former firefighter.
Solar Energy:  The Board discussed various options to improve the Borough’s solar energy system including entering into a Power Purchase Agreement as presented by Cambria Solar several months ago.  Now that the energy audit is complete, the Borough will have a better idea of what to pursue.

NEW BUSINESS

HPC – Extension of the Historic District:  The Historic Preservation Commission has asked the Board to consider expanding the historic district to include all of Broadway, both sides of Stevens Street and Stimpson Lane.  She asked everyone to look at the HPC survey so the Board can decide how to proceed.  Solicitor Cote’ will prepare a general memo on expansion and will look into inclusion of key structures only.
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent agenda items.   

The Work Session portion of the meeting was adjourned at 1:28 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 1:29 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.

Minutes: 
September 8, 2010 Work Session and Regular Meeting
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: Scheduled for second reading and public hearing on October 27, 2010 at 1:00 PM.

456-10
An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 343-05 Entitled “An Ordinance Amending Chapter 5 of the Code of the Borough of West Cape May Entitled Animal Control Section 5-2 Possession of Dogs”

Resolutions:

154-10
Approving Special Event Permit to Cape May County Art League  

155-10
Authorize Special Event Permit to Jon Roth & Darcy Dickenson

156-10
Authorize Special Event Permit to Nuscis Enterprises, Inc.

157-10
Bill Payment

Proclamation for Constitution Week

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING - None

COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer thanked Public Works for installing adapters on fire hydrants throughout the borough.  The VFC worked with Sturdy Savings Bank to use a web-based system entitled “I Am Responding” to notify the VFC when a responder is on their way to a call.  Sturdy has financed the annual $300 charge to be part of the system.  The VFC will host an open house in October.  Mr. Geyer attended the Cape May County Emergency Preparedness meeting the day before and found it to be very informative with many state and local agencies participating.

Deputy Mayor Burke attended the ribbon cutting at Cape Manor but will allow the Mayor to report on it fully.

Mayor Kaithern stated Cape Manor was the culmination of several years of focused teamwork – Borough, CIS, and CSP – ultimately leading to a house that will become a home to 7 adults living with disabilities on the autism spectrum.  The project furthers the Boroughs COAH obligations and is a benefit to the entire community.  Mrs. Kaithern announced the Christmas Parade fundraiser in Wilbraham Park will be Saturday, September 25th from 9 am to 4 pm.  The parade is run solely through donations so everyone is encouraged to participate.  There will be details forthcoming on several other fundraisers being held in the next few months.  At the last commission meeting a resident brought up questions about outstanding grant funds.  The finance and clerk’s offices are working on finding documentation and closing out those lines.  The difference isn’t as great as originally believed because of the way the budget is required to be written.

PUBLIC PORTION

Kathy Gallagher, 629 West Drive, offered her assistance in closing out the grant paperwork.  Mayor Kaithern thanked her for her offer, but the clerk’s office and finance office will work out the details.  Ms. Gallagher asked if she could pursue grant funding for work to alleviate flooding in front of her property.  In Ray Roberts report, he mentioned possible grants.  Mayor Kaithern advised her projects are weighed by the number of people benefited by the work.  The cost of applying must be weighed against the possibility of receiving funding, but Ms. Gallagher could pursue independently if she wished.

When no one else wished to speak the meeting was adjourned at 2:05 PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer. 

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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