MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REORGANIZATION MEETING

JANUARY 5, 2011
The Reorganization Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, and Deputy Mayor Peter Burke answered roll call.  Commissioner Ramsey Geyer was absent.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Kate Kilian, Borough Solicitor Josh Donohue and Borough Engineer Ray Roberts.

WORK SESSION

ENGINEER’S REPORT: Ray Roberts reviewed the engineer’s report for January.  

OLD BUSINESS

Alternative Energy:  Nothing new at this time.  There was discussion at the Planning Board meeting about “dark sky” ordinances which would encourage the use of LED and energy efficient lighting.
Sunset Boulevard Parking Lot:  Commissioner Geyer met with Ed Belski to draft plans.  Mr. Belski has the survey so he can proceed with the application to NJDEP.
Water System Study:  Despite a lot of pushing, Edens still has not provided the final report on the meter testing.  However, there was some verbal indication that there is a metering problem.
VFC Equipment in Parking Lot:  Nothing at this time.
NEW BUSINESS

Deputy Mayor Burke was glad to see the lighting from the Fire Hall helps illuminate the parking lot. 

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Mayor Kaithern, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote of members present.

Minutes: 
December 15, 2010 Work Session and Regular Meeting


December 15, 2010 Closed Session
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None

Resolutions:

1-11
Resolution to Adopt Temporary Budget 

2-11
Resolution to Adopt Temporary Budget – Water and Sewer

3-11
Resolution Setting Dates, Times & Places of Meetings

4-11
Resolution Setting Holidays for 2011
5-11
Resolution Adopting Cash Management Plan

6-11
Resolution Appointing Public Defender 

7-11
Resolution Appointing Municipal Prosecutor

8-11
Resolution Appointing Municipal Auditor

9-11
Resolution Appointing Borough Solicitor

10-11
Resolution Appointing Bond Counsel

11-11
Resolution Appointing Risk Management Consultant

12-11
Resolution Appointing Municipal Engineer
13-11
Resolution for Designation of Official Newspaper

14-11
Resolution for Designation of Official Depositories

15-11
Resolution Fixing Rate of Interest on Delinquent Taxes and Assessment and Fixing a Six Percent (6%) Penalty on Delinquent Taxes and Municipal Charges

16-11
Resolution Authorizing Tax Assessor to File Regular Appeals on Behalf of the Borough of West Cape May

17-11
Resolution for Deferred School Tax Levy for Lower Cape May Regional

18-11
Resolution for Deferred School Tax Levy for West Cape May Elementary School
19-11
Resolution Appointing D. Ramsey Geyer as Class III Member of the Planning Board

20-11
Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Trailer Park License for Westwood Mobile Estates
21-11
Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Trailer Park License for Broadway Trailer Park
22-11
Confirmation of Officials fro Joint Insurance Fund and Municipal Excess Liability Fund

23-11
Professional Services Appointment of Triad Associates as COAH Administrative Agent

24-11
Authorizing Professional Service Contract with Jeffrey Surenian
25-11
Calling on the State Legislature and the Governor to Exempt the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes from the 2% CAP
26-11
Resolution Opposing Legislation Known as “Save Barnegat Bay Act”

27-11
Authorizing the Mayor to Sign Consent for SRECTrade to Create and Trade All Certificates Generated by the Borough’s Solar Photovoltaic System

28-11
Authorize Special Event Permit to Jade Fisher
29-11
Bill Payment

NON-CONSENT AGENDA:

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING:  None

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS:
Deputy Mayor Burke announced Blue Diamond began picking up trash and recycling today.  The local manager assigned to this area was so diligent about the work that he came in mid-morning with concern that they were unable to start as early as usual because of the snow.  The work on the bricks in park didn’t get finished before the cold weather but will continue in the spring.  Because of this, the deadline has been extended for the purchase of bricks.  
Mayor Kaithern wished County OEM coordination Frank McCall a speeding recovery.  The Borough is working on its most recent 6 month report to the judge on the progress of the COAH plan.  Lastly, South Jersey Gas is in the permitting phase with the NJDEP.

PUBLIC PORTION:
Tom Douglas, Broadway, commented on several changes over the last few years that have decreased the amount of work to be done by the Public Works Department, yet there has been no decrease in the number of employees in that department.  The Board explained Public Works is now able to do work and projects that were delayed or shelved in the past because of lack of time.  The Borough is also considering adding new services.  Lastly, Mr. Douglas asked what happened to the old water meters when the electronic ones were installed.  He believed property owners purchased the meters in the 1950s or 60s.  Engineer Ray Roberts explained the old meters that could be retrofitted were, and are now in stock for new connections or replacement.

Steve Nelson, Deputy Fire Chief, asked the status of 4 applicants to the fire company.  Because the topic has been discussed in closed session, Mayor Kaithern couldn’t discuss the status during the public meeting, but offered to meet with Mr. Nelson afterward.

Kathy Gallagher, 629 West Drive, asked how the meter calibration went.  Mayor Kaithern reiterated the report has not been received but a verbal indication was given that a metering problem exists.  Ms. Gallagher asked what would be done for the ratepayers if a major problem exists.  She was advised any resolution to the situation would have to be discussed in closed session after the report has been received.  Ms. Gallagher stated she found the slow response of the Borough to be disgraceful and plans to contact the NJDEP to have them look into the problem.

Mike Bean, 400 Fow Avenue, asked if Cape Manor is full yet and whether any West Cape May residents will be moving into the house.  The management company is reviewing applications, but prefers to wait until all the units are filled before anyone moves in so no one is isolated.  Lastly, Mr. Bean complimented Public Works for the great job plowing the streets during the snow storm.
When no one else wished to speak the meeting was adjourned at 7:53PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Mayor Kaithern. 

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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