MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 11, 2012
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, Engineer Ray Roberts, Auditor Leon Costello, and Solicitor Frank Corrado.
WORK SESSION
ENGINEER’S REPORT: Ray Roberts reviewed the report for April.  
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study: Mayor Kaithern reported the meter replacement in Wilbraham Park has been scheduled for June 4th.  Cape May is supposed to coordinate with the Borough representative with regard to landscaping. A closed session resolution was added to the consent agenda to discuss potential litigation re water loss.
Property Maintenance:  Progress is being made.
Changing Municipal Election to November: Little input has been received from the public, but most people were in support of changing in order to save money.  The County Clerk has expressed concern over the new process and costs entailed with the new ballots in November.  Mayor Kaithern will speak with the County Clerk about her concerns and report at the next meeting.
Status of Plenary Retail Consumption License: No one who was previously interested in the license is still interested now that the times have been limited.  The Board was not in favor of offering the license for sale again at this time.
Request for Parking of Tastings & Tours Buses:  Clerk Wallace is waiting for a response from the list of references and will report back at the next meeting.
ORDINANCE FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING

470-12
Calendar Year 2012 An Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriations Limit and Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

Deputy Mayor Burke made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, to open the public hearing on the above ordinance.  Auditor Costello explained it’s mandatory to establish the Cap Bank, but the Borough is not asking to exceed the appropriation limit.  When no one from the public wished to speak, Commissioner Geyer made a motion to close the public hearing and adopt Ordinance 470-12.  Deputy Mayor Burke seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously on roll call vote.

PUBLIC HEARING ON BUDGET

57-12
Read by Title Only and Open Public Hearing on 2012 Municipal Budget

On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, this resolution was adopted unanimously on roll call vote.  Auditor Costello reviewed the 2012 budget highlights.  Mayor Kaithern opened the public hearing.  When no one wished to speak, the public hearing was closed.
59-12
Adoption of the Municipal Budget for the Year 2012

On motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, this resolution was adopted unanimously on roll call vote.

Agriculture Management Practice:  The Mayor had distributed packets several weeks ago.  A letter was sent to all farm owners and residents within 200 feet of all farms asking for input on the proposed Agricultural Management Practices (AMP) for On-Farm Direct Marketing Facilities, Activities and Event.  Two responses were received (Beach Plum Farm and Willow Creek Winery).  The Board discussed their concerns and Solicitor Corrado was asked to prepare a letter to the State Agricultural Development Committee (SADC).  Mayor Kaithern was concerned that the efforts of the legislature, court and administration be coordinated.  A bill was introduced in the Assembly (A323) that would allow broad tourism on preserved farms, and was co-sponsored by Assemblyman Milam.  The Mayor is planning to meet with the local legislators to discuss this issue.  The main concerns were the broadness and lack of definitions in the regulations with regard to times of events, number of events, types of events permitted, background music, parking, traffic enforcement, noise issues, and food service that is not directly related to the farm.  Solicitor Corrado explained the purpose of the original Right to Farm Act was to protect farms and it supersedes local ordinances.  The Board did not oppose marketing activities and agri-tourism, but wanted to see a balance struck between the needs of the farms and the needs of the surrounding community.   The Board would like to suggest placing a limit on the number of events permitted by right, with the ability to come and ask for permission for more.   Also, suggested the AMP say events or activities must comply with municipal noise and traffic regulations.
NEW BUSINESS: None
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent Agenda items. 
CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.
Minutes: 
March 14, 2012 Work Session and Regular Meeting

March 28, 2012 Work Session and Regular Meeting
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None
Resolutions:

58-12
Local Unit Budget Examination
60-12
Special Event Permit to Douglas & Margo Moses
61-12
Appointments to Volunteer Fire Company AS AMENDED
62-12
Special Event Permit to Cape May County Dog Obedience Club
63-12
Bill Payment

64-12 
Scheduling of Closed Session – Water Loss Potential Litigation

Proclamations:

April – National Alcohol Awareness Month

April 27, 2012 – Arbor Day
April – Child Abuse Prevention Month
NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer reported the VFW is having a blood drive on Friday, April 20th from noon until 7 PM.
Deputy Mayor Burke had no report.
Mayor Kaithern reported on the Cape May County Solid Waste Advisory Council meeting.  The unaudited figure for 2011 rebates is $10,000.  The County is also working on serious retrofitting of the recycling facility.  Prior to any final decisions being made, the County will ask municipalities for input
PUBLIC PORTION: No one wished to speak
The meeting recessed into closed session at 8:36 pm and Mayor Kaithern announced that no action was expected to be taken.  The regular meeting reconvened at 9:00 PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer. 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:01 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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