MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

October 13, 2010
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Kate Kilian, Borough Engineer Ray Roberts, and Borough Solicitor Frank Corrado.

WORK SESSION
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Engineer Roberts reviewed the October monthly report.  He also advised the Board he attended a teleconference meeting with FEMA, which is working on revising its maps and boundaries.  FEMA is willing to meet with any municipality that is interested.
OLD BUSINESS

Alternative Energy:  Deputy Mayor Burke advised the Direct Install firm is planning to come the following week to review the facilities.  Mayor Kaithern had sent a draft PPA for solar energy to all Board members who were in favor of putting out a request for proposals.  The Mayor and Solicitor will work on the RFP.

Sunset Boulevard Parking Lot:  Nothing new at this time.
Water System Study:  Mayor Kaithern advised that a proposal offering several options and recommendations had just been received by the meter expert and will be evaluated before moving forward.  She also announced the third quarter 2010 water billing went out and the loss is down remarkably from the last three years.

VFC State Evaluations:  Commissioner Geyer informed the Board that the final report has been received from PEOSH but not from the DCA Fire Safety or Dept. of Labor.  A synopsis of the report and the report itself are in the clerk’s office.  The report that is complete had findings for breathing apparatus use, care, and record keeping and a few medical issues.  All of the findings have been corrected and the VFC is now in compliance with PEOSH.  

HPC Expansion:  The Commissioners asked for more time to review the request.
NEW BUSINESS

Emergency Access on Borough Streets:  The Board addressed concerns over access for fire fighting equipment on Myrtle Avenue when it is closed for the Strawberry and Lima Bean festivals.  After much discussion the Board agreed that Commissioner Geyer would meet with the Fire Chief to work out a mutually agreeable solution to the VFC providing standby service during these events after which the Commission will meet with all interested parties to finalize a plan.  Mr. Geyer anticipates doing so after the first of the year.
Knox Box:  The topic was raised in connections with a walk through of the new Cape Manor home.  The VFC would like the owner to install a Knox Box for keeping keys available to firefighters in the event of an alarm or fire.  Upon further discussion, the Board is considering a voluntary program versus adopting an ordinance requiring certain buildings to install approved devices.  The VFC was asked to provide specification on the type of box they would prefer to be used and Solicitor Corrado will work on it.
Revision to Street Opening Regulations – Maintenance Bonds:  A deficiency was found in the existing street opening and site plan regulations.  Engineer Roberts provided a good sample of adequate language and Solicitor Corrado will work on revising the street opening regulations first, then the site plan regulations because they will be more involved.
Municipal Judge:  Deputy Mayor Burke suggested the Board discuss plans for the court since the Judge will be retiring at the end of the year.  Several options include hiring a new judge, consolidating courts or going to another municipality.  Mr. Burke was strongly opposed to having a consolidated court in Borough Hall run by another municipality.  Given the short time frame, hiring a judge might be necessary, at least on a short-term basis.

REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent agenda items.   

The Work Session portion of the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 8:22 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.

Minutes: 
September 22, 2010 Work Session and Regular Meeting
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: Scheduled for second reading and public hearing on November 10, 2010 at 7:00 PM.

457-10
An Ordinance Amending Chapter 27 Zoning, Section 8 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of West Cape May to Adopt a Zoning Map Showing the Zoning Districts and boundaries Thereto

Resolutions:

158-10
Regarding Trick or Treat Night  

159-10
Refund of Christmas Parade Fundraiser Vendor Fee – Jayne Davis

160-10
Authorizing the Mayor to Sign Leasing and Management Agreement in Connection with County Open Space Purchase of Block 50, Lot 1.04

161-10
Authorizing Purchase of Vehicle from Lower Township

162-10
Water Adjustment for Catastrophic Leak – Block 72, Lot 2.15

163-10
Bill Payment

164-10
Water Adjustment for Catastrophic Leak – Block 7, Lot 27

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING - None

COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer placed a paper in the lobby about Red Cross training that is being offered as well as a notice on the drive thru flu shot being held on Sunday at Kindle Ford.  Other flu clinics are available.  The VFC responded to two calls this week – one for a tree and transformer entangling and one a trip to the horse farm to rescue a male horse stranded in the mud.  Lastly, he announced the VFC went to West Cape May Elementary to give a presentation on fire preventions.

Deputy Mayor Burke announced several employees were recently CPR trained as part of the Borough’s safety program.

Mayor Kaithern advised that 6 staff members and commissioners received CPR training from local resident Terry Randolph, who provided the training free of charge.  South Jersey Gas has confirmed that West Cape May and Cape May Point will receive new gas connections, hopefully by the spring.  Mrs. Kaithern reported on upcoming fundraisers for the 45th Annual Christmas Parade and encouraged everyone to support as much as possible.  Lastly, she announced the State has approved a reassessment for the Borough that will be conducted internally rather than having a complete revaluation.  
PUBLIC PORTION:

Kathy Gallagher, 629 West Drive, questioned the Mayor’s statement that the third quarter loss was lower, which doesn’t seem consistent with past experience and offered to compile the data and present it to the Board as well as the Water Sewer Supervisor and Edens.  She asked if a report could be given at the next meeting.  Mayor Kaithern stated she’s been providing reports at each meeting as the process has been going along.  Ms. Gallagher asked if she would have to get a street opening if she connects to the water system and she was informed that if the street has to be opened, then the permit must be obtained. 

John Rowley, 123 Emerald Avenue, asked the Mayor to identify the expert hired by Edens.  Mayor Kaithern did not have his full name at the time, only the first name of Steve.  Mr. Rowley also asked Mrs. Kaithern to share the results of the experts report.  Mayor Kaithern advised there wasn’t a report, but rather a proposal on how to proceed with the mechanics of the testing phase of the meters, which hasn’t been discussed amongst the participants because it was received so recently.  Mr. Rowley asked if any progress had been made on outstanding grant funds and if there was the risk of losing funds.  The process is still ongoing, and not all of the funds will be recaptured because of the Borough would have to expend more that would be received.  The end result could be a reduction in surplus because the moneys will no longer be listed as receivables.

When no one else wished to speak the meeting was adjourned at 8:58 PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer. 

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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