MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

October 24, 2012
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 1:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, and Solicitor Frank Corrado.
WORK SESSION
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study: Nothing new at this time.
Trailer Parking on Streets:  Nothing new at this time.
Special Events Ordinance:  Nothing new at this time.
Noise Ordinance:  Solicitor Corrado continues to work on amending the ordinance based on input, the state model and regulations.  He assured everyone that the nuisance section of the existing ordinance continues to be in effect and enforceable while the sections dealing in specific decibel levels are being revised.  Mr. Corrado will follow up with the noise coordinator with the DEP on the number of certified enforcement officers needed and whether they must be in place prior to adoption of an ordinance.
NEW BUSINESS:
2013 Events Held in Wilbraham Park:  The Board reviewed the draft schedule.  Commissioner Geyer asked about having an event scheduled for the Volunteer Fire Company.  The Clerk explained the Fire Company was given an opportunity to get on the schedule last year, but chose not to do so.  This year, they did not express an interest, so weren’t scheduled.  If they are interested in having an event in the Park they should provide a request to the Clerk’s Office.  It would then be reviewed by the Shade Tree Commission before coming back in front of the governing body.
Conference Call Upgrade:  Commissioner Geyer passed out a request and quote to upgrade the phone system to better allow conference calling in the caucus room and main meeting room.  Commissioner Geyer will look into getting other quotes and Mayor Kaithern will look to see if money exists in the budget.
Single Source Recycling:  Commissioner Geyer asked when single source recycling is scheduled to begin.  The County expects to have their facilities converted in April 2013.  The Mayor reported Avalon got a much lower bid for their recycling contract because of the single source.  She suggested the Clerk write to the Borough’s provider to see if they be willing to amend the current contract.
The work session was adjourned at 1:38 PM and the regular portion convened at 1:41 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call.
Minutes:  October 10, 2012 Work Session and Regular Meeting

     October 10, 2012 Closed Session
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None
Resolutions:

135-12
Authorizing Participation in the Surplus Reciprocal Agreement with Cape May County Cooperative Members
136-12
Closed Session (Litigation – Right to Farm; Potential Litigation Water Loss)
137-12
Bill Payment

138-12
Tomato Festival Deposit Refund for Annette Campbell
NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None
OEM ANNOUNCEMENT:  OEM Coordinator Dan Rutherford advised everyone of the active weather threat notification.  A major, slow-moving storm could reach the area early next week bringing high winds and very heavy rainfall.  He asked everyone to be aware of the possible risks and to remove loose debris and limbs from around their property in anticipation of this weather event.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer had no report.
Deputy Mayor Burke announced the Shade Tree Commission has received 10 requests for streetscape trees from property owners.  He again thanked the Star & Wave for publicizing the program.  At this point in the season, any further requests would probably not be honored until the spring.  He also advised that one person has already expressed interest in an upcoming Shade Tree initiative to help remove vines that are damaging trees on private property.

Mayor Kaithern announced the American Legion and VFW have announced they will be hosting their annual Veterans Day service at 11 AM on November 11th at the Columbia Avenue memorial in Cape May.  She also announced some concerns were raised about the health and safety of an ancient tree on a property on Broadway.  The Borough Engineer has been in contact with the property owner on Broadway to recommend how drainage should be done to protect the tree.  Lastly, she announced the Borough will be receiving a little over $13,000 in recycling grant money from 2010.  These funds are then used to promote recycling activities in West Cape May. 
PUBLIC PORTION:
Harriet Wilson, 437 Third Avenue, asked for clarification on what day of the week Veteran’s Day will be this year.  This year it will be on Sunday.
When no one else wished to speak, the meeting was recessed into closed session at 1:50 PM.  The regular meeting was reconvened at 2:13 PM on motion of  Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer.  No action was taken as a result of the closed session.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:14 PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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