MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

August 10, 2011
The Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance: Deputy Clerk Kate Kilian, and Solicitor Frank Corrado.
PRESENTATION TO VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY
Commissioner Geyer called the officers of the West Cape May Fire Company to the front of the meeting room and proceeded to read Resolution 97-11 - Recognizing and Honoring the Work and Service of the West Cape May Volunteer Fire Company.  Steve Nelson presented a Mutual Aid Certificate of Appreciation in supporting West Cape May Fire Company to the Coast Guard, Cape May City, Cape May Point and Town Bank fire companies.  In addition, the Fire Company presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Ramsey Geyer for his continued support of the Fire Company.  Lastly, Commissioner Geyer presented Steve Nelson with a Meritorious Achievement Award for his alert actions on April 27, 2011.

The meeting adjourned to the caucus room at 7:18PM to begin the workshop portion of the meeting

WORK SESSION
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study:  Nothing new at this time.
Animal Control Service Contract:  Commissioner Geyer stated he and Clerk Wallace will meet next week to review materials for the bid package.
Liquor Licenses:  Mayor Kaithern stated that four other business/residents are reviewing the ordinance and will have their input for the August 24, 2011 meeting.

Recovering Fire Response Costs:  Mayor Kaithern had distributed sample ordinances from other town and insurance companies’ coverage prior to the meeting for the governing body’s review.  Upon his review of the material Commissioner Geyer stated that insurance companies agreed to pay for fire support eg, the suppression device that sucks the oxygen out of the air and thereby extinguishing the fire.  Mayor Kaithern stated that there are companies that will provide the service of recovering fire response costs.  Commissioner Geyer inquired if the Borough could invoke a tax on the residents to recoup the cost. Solicitor Corrado stated that only Fire Districts could invoke a tax.
South Jersey Gas
Mayor Kaithern stated that South Jersey Gas began work last week to provide natural gas service to the residents of West Cape May.  South Jersey Gas stated that they received permits from the Borough for 65 residents for the natural gas service – now other residents requested to be connected.  Can additional residents be brought in under the original permit?  After October 1, 2011 South Jersey Gas will submit paper work for another permit.  Mayor Kaithern called Engineer Roberts regarding this matter and Mr. Roberts stated that he would need to know the size of the opening in the street prior to drilling and also when installation is complete to advise him.  If these requirements are met Mr. Roberts stated the additional permits would be acceptable under the current permit.
Parking Lot on Sunset
Commissioner Geyer stated he met Ed Belski and for several reasons Mr. Belski did not make a final application permit to the DEP.  Commissioner Geyer asked the governing body if they are still willing for Mr. Belski to make the final application for the permit.  All agreed to move forward with the application and before the application is submitted to the DEP the governing body as well as Solicitor Corrado must review the application.
 NEW BUSINESS:
Uniform Construction Code Contract Amendment
Mayor Kaithern stated that the shared service agreement was amended to provide a four year contract under Resolution 100-11.

Shed for Cub Scout Equipment
Commissioner Geyer stated that  Cub Scout Leaders inquired if they could erect a 10 x 20 shed on the outside of the fire house -  inside the brick wall in the rear of the fire house instead of storing the equipment in the fire house.  Discussion ensued and it was determined that the governing body will take the matter under consideration and give their opinion at the August 24th meeting.
Solicitor Corrado, after reviewing several class actions suits, advised the governing body that email discussion amongst themselves constituted a public meeting and violated the public meeting act.  Also, that a Superior Court Judge stated the employees are not to use personal emails to conduct official business.  Mr. Corrado announced that Prosecutor Josh Donahue will no longer be the prosecutor for the Borough.  Mr. Donahue has applied and been accepted into the State Police Academy.  Solicitor Corrado stated that he will be the acting prosecutor until the Borough finds a replacement.
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent agenda items.  The Work Session portion of the meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 7:52 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.
Minutes: 
July 27, 2011 Work Session and Regular Meeting

Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None
Resolutions:

98-11
Resolution Opposing S-2950 and A-4128, Which Would Allow for Modification to Land Use Approvals because of Changed Economics

99-11
Granting Permission to Close York Avenue on Saturday, August 27, 2011

100-11
Amending Shared Services Agreement for Uniform Construction Code Services

101-11
Authorizing the Application for and the Execution of a Subcontract with the County of Cape May for the Municipal Alliance Program

102-11
Supporting S-2782/A-3897 Permitting Direct Shipping by Wineries and Creating out-of-State Wineries License

103-11
Authorize Special Event Permit to Victoria Torres

104-11
Authorizing Refund of Marriage License Fee Stacy Ann Reinitz

105-11
Insertion of Special Item of Revenue Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87, Chapter 159

106-11
Bill Payment

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer thanked the Mayor and Commissioner Burke for allowing the time for the presentation to the Fire Company.  Mr. Geyer stated that he attended a mock exercise by the Cape May County Office of Emergency Management.  One exercise was a category 1 hurricane in Sea Isle City and it was well executed.  Another was to evacuate Cape Island and move the residents back in.  It was noted by several officials that the people will not evacuate during a hurricane.    It was stated that the OEM must educate the residents to the benefits of evacuation and  how to protect themselves.
Commissioner Geyer invited the public to an Emergency Preparation Conference on September 20, 2011 from 10 to Noon at the Cape May County Office of Emergency Management.
Mayor Kaithern reported that one unit of Affordable Housing is fully constructed and that anyone interested in a two or three bedroom must apply by September 2, 2011.  All qualified pre-applications will be entered into a lottery to be held on September 7, 2011.  
Mayor Kaithern stated she received a 6 month update on COAH and that everything was well received and exceeded the court order.

Commissioner Geyer stated that certain residents of the community would need special attention during an emergency, particularly Cape Manor Housing, 335 Fifth Avenue.  Mayor Kaithern advised that CSP should be contacted.
PUBLIC PORTION:
Tom Douglas, 706 Broadway, stated that all sheds should be placed on concrete pads to avoid rodents and suggested the Borough introduce an ordinance to enforce the use of concrete pads.
Mr. Douglas stated his concern regarding West Cape May Elementary being a choice school and that the sending school district would not fully reimburse the school board for each child.

Mr. Douglas had several detailed questions regarding his taxes due to the reassessment/revaluation of 2010.  Discussion ensued and Mayor Kaithern stated his questions would be best answered by the professionals, Tax Collector Burkey and Tax Assessor Art Amonette on Monday evenings.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:13 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke. 
Respectfully submitted,

Kate Kilian
Deputy Borough Clerk
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