MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 28, 2012
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 1:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, answered roll call.  Commissioner Geyer was absent.  Also in attendance:  Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, and Solicitor Frank Corrado.
WORK SESSION
OLD BUSINESS:  Mayor Kaithern asked that discussion be held to a minimum due to Commissioner’s Geyer’s absence.  

Water System Study: Mayor Kaithern will be attending a meeting in Cape May on Thursday, March 29 and will report at the next meeting.
Property Maintenance: Ongoing progress is being made.
Changing Municipal Election to November: Two written comments have been received to date.  Mr. Burke stated that the Borough has not made the switch yet because this was not an option at the last election.  He also mentioned that there is plenty of time to make this decision as our next election is not for another year.  Also, Mr. Burke stated that the Borough has not incurred any additional expense by not making a quick decision. The Borough just wanted to have public input prior to making a final decision.  Mayor Kaithern stated that the Clerk’s Office research showed that the municipal election historically has a better turn out than the November general elections.
Status of Plenary Retail Consumption License:  Discussion was postponed.
Request for Parking of Tastings & Tours Buses:  Mr. Corrado has not received any further information and asked the Borough Clerk to again request references.
Agriculture Management Practice:  Mr. Corrado suggested all commissioners read through the material so the commission can make recommendations or can decide to just forward comments from the residents.   He stated the borough would not change borough ordinances until the state makes changes.  
NEW BUSINES:

Liquor License Renewal Fee Waiver for 2012:  Mayor Kaithern asked Mr. Corrado for more information regarding the renewal fee for the Liquor License and whether the Borough could waive the renewal fee.  Mr. Corrado said that the renewal fee does need to be paid as it is a state mandate not a Borough ordinance.
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent Agenda items. 
The Work Session portion of the meeting was adjourned at 1:14 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 1:20 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA: The March 14, 2012 minutes were tabled till next meeting because of Commissioner Geyer’s absence and the fact that Deputy Mayor Burke was not present at the last meeting.  On motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Mayor Kaithern, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None
Resolutions:

55-12
Authorization for Submission of the Recycling Tonnage Grant Application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection for the Year 2011
56-12     Bill Payment

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Deputy Mayor Burke stated the fire inspection by the state fire marshal of Borough facilities will be this Friday.  All of the conditions noted to the Public Works Department have been completed and we should be fine as long as the fire company’s conditions are in compliance. The current work being performed at the Fire Hall is for energy efficiency updates.  The money is from grants. It was suppose to be a 70 - 30 percent match but more monies were found from matching funds from federal government to reduce the Borough’s percentage.  Mr. Burke thanked the state for their assistance in providing these funds since the Borough did not receive money in 2011.  
Mayor Kaithern  received a call from the Governor’s office regarding the DOT grant which was approved for $180,000 earmarked for increasing and improving the bike lanes on Park Blvd. We are also picking up the DCA grant for home rehabs and will be taking application from qualified home owners.  60 percent of the money goes to each home owner and the remainder to the builders’ fee fund. 
PUBLIC PORTION: 
Mr. Leonard Wilmore, 217 Second Avenue, wanted to introduce himself and mention that he is now a full time West Cape May resident.  He also is interested in becoming more active in the community and wanted to be part of a board or committee.  Mayor Kaithern stated at present there are no openings but suggested he attend the History Committee meetings.  Deputy Mayor Burke suggested Mr. Wilmore start attending the different board meetings to find out which is more to his liking should an opening present itself.  Mayor Kaithern and Commissioner Burke thanked Mr. Wilmore for coming.  
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:32 PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, Seconded by Mayor Kaithern. 
Respectfully submitted,

Dianne Rutherford
Deputy Borough Clerk
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