MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

September 12, 2012
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer (via telephone) answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, and Solicitor Frank Corrado.
WORK SESSION
ENGINEER’S REPORT: Engineer Roberts reviewed the attached report.  The tentative schedule is based on the longest time the CAFRA permitting process could take.  Mr. Roberts is hopeful that bids could be opened in early November.  Mayor Kaithern asked him about the possibility of installing a 4-way stop sign at Park and Leaming.  Mr. Roberts advised the Board the intersection would not meet the criteria for a 4-way intersection either for number of cars per hour or for number of accidents per year.  The engineer could confirm that next summer with a traffic count study, which would cost about $3,500. Additional signage could be placed on Park Boulevard, possibly as part of the upcoming project, to increase safety.  Another possible option would be to clear the sight triangle at the intersection.  The County Engineer has contacted the Borough to say intersections along Broadway do not have enough traffic flow to warrant stop signs or lights on Broadway.  Commissioner Geyer commended Mr. Roberts on his thorough research but regretted that it did not support additional stop signs.
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study: Nothing new at this time.
Trailer Parking on Streets:  Nothing new at this time
Special Events Ordinance:  Nothing new at this time
Fire Hall Event Application Process:  Nothing new at this time.
Stop Signs: Topic discussed during engineer’s report.
NEW BUSINESS

Animal Control Services Contract Renewal:  The current contract with Shore Animal Control expires at the end of the year and has averaged about $270 per month.  There have been no complaints about the company.  Commissioner Geyer will contact them about renewal and the possibility of a multi-year contract.

Roundabout at Wilbraham Park:  Deputy Mayor Burke asked for the status of the roundabout.  The county-hired design firm is working on the project which includes permitting process.  The County is hoping to get state or federal funding to do the project.

REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent Agenda items. 
The work session adjourned 7:27 PM and the regular meeting convened at 7:33 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call.
Minutes: 
August 22, 2012 Work Session and Regular Meeting

August 22, 2012 Closed Session
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication:  None
Resolutions:

120-12
Appointing an Inspector in Connection with the Small Cities Housing Rehabilitation Program
121-12
Authorizing the Mayor to Sign a Spectrum Manager Lease Agreement with Sensus USA Inc.
122-12
Appointing Fund Commissioner for the Joint Insurance Fund and Municipal Excess Liability Fund
123-12
Closed Session (Potential Litigation – Right to farm & Water Loss)
124-12
Bill Payment
125-12
Authorizing Refund of the West Cape May History Committee Wilbraham Park $250 Deposit for Clean Up Fee

Proclamation:  Constitution Week – September 17-23, 2012

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer’s report was read by Clerk Wallace.  He reminded everyone to be aware of school buses and children walking or biking now that school has begun.  Also, September is Emergency Preparedness month and a good time to be sure to have emergency kits and plans prepared and ready.
Deputy Mayor Burke announced it is again planting time and anyone interested in having a streetscape tree planted by the Shade Tree Commission should contact the Borough. 
Mayor Kaithern read excerpts from a news release from the NJ DEP on helping to control mosquitoes.  Copies of the information can be obtained at Borough Hall.  
PUBLIC PORTION:  
Hilary Pritchard, 144 Stevens Street, stated she has been pleased with the leadership of the Borough over the last 7 years or more but has recently become frustrated due to an OPRA request.  She summarized the timeline in her effort to obtain copies of the plans for Willow Creek Winery from the Construction Office in Lower Township.  The attorney for Willow Creek Winery sent a letter citing a GRC case saying “sensitive material” had to be redacted.  When she was finally able to obtain copies, the plans she paid $25 were completely blank except for title page and the architect’s information along the edge.  She showed the copies to the Board and audience.  Mrs. Pritchard felt her OPRA request wasn’t properly filled and wanted to know why.  Solicitor Corrado regretted the situation, but advised he had reached an agreement that afternoon with the Lower Township solicitor that all West Cape May record requests would be reviewed by the West Cape May solicitor, not Lower Township’s.  The logistics of the agreement still need to be worked out. 
Bud McDonough, 135 Third Avenue, asked if the water loss has been resolved.  Solicitor Corrado stated the Borough is having trouble convincing Cape May that the Wilbraham Park meter was the problem.  Mr. McDonough asked if the Borough was only considering stop signs for particular streets.  Engineer Roberts asserted the same warrants that could not be met when considering a 4-way stop at Park and Leaming would apply to all the intersection in West Cape May.  He further stated speeding should be controlled through enforcement, rather than stop signs.   Mr. McDonough offered to provide pictures of a roundabout in Cinnaminson that was a great example of what the one proposed at Myrtle & Park could be.  He then asked the Borough to consider putting more detailed descriptions on the agenda so the public could better understand what is happening.  Lastly, he asked about how to have the Mosquito Commission spray in his neighborhood.
Bob Myers, 134 Stevens Street, asked the Borough for the status of a response to the July 9th letter he and about a dozen other residents wrote concerning permitting issues for Willow Creek Winery.  Solicitor Corrado stated he is still working on the response and hopes to report to the Borough on it shortly.  Mr. Myers stated the signers of the letter asked thoughtful questions that concern them deeply.  He would like the Borough to advise the Construction Official that a CO should not be issued until the questions have been answered.
John Rowley, 123 Emerald Avenue, noted the new USDA sewer infrastructure plan calls for extension of sewer on 5th between Oak and Cape Manor, but he thought new sewer was already there as part of the Cape Manor project.  Engineer Roberts explained there is an old parallel line that is going to be removed and the houses it served will be connected to the line installed as part of the group home project.  
When no one else wished to speak, the meeting was recessed into closed session at 8:09 PM.  The regular meeting was reconvened at 8:33 PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Mayor Kaithern. No action was taken. Commissioner Geyer participated during the closed session via phone but signed off at the end of the Closed Session but prior to regular meeting adjournment.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:34 PM on motion of Mayor Kaithern, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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