MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

AUGUST 11, 2010
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Kate Kilian, Engineer Ray Roberts, and Borough Solicitor Christine Cote’.

WORK SESSION
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Engineer Roberts reviewed the monthly report for August 2010.

OLD BUSINESS

Energy Audit:  Steven Winters Associates is in the process of analyzing the data and expects to have the report shortly.
Sunset Boulevard Parking Lot:  Nothing new at this time.
Water System Study:  Edens just received word from Cape May that the documents are ready for pick up and should be picked up tomorrow.  
VFC State Evaluations:  The next appointment with PEOSHA and DCA will be August 19th and is expected to be the last site visit. 
Construction Permit Process:  Commissioner Geyer previously distributed a flow chart to be used as a reference for staff in West Cape May and Lower Township.  Mayor Kaithern asked that he make a few corrections prior to putting the final version in the file.

NEW BUSINESS

Moving Municipal Election to November:  The Board discussed the possibility and everyone spoke in favor of making the change.  The law doesn’t become effective until January 1, 2011, so no action will be taken until next year.
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent agenda items.  

The Work Session portion of the meeting was adjourned at 7:27 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 7:29 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.

Minutes: 
July 28, 2010 Work Session and Regular Meeting



July 28, 2010 Closed Session
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None

Resolutions:

127-10
Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Contract with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the FY 2011 NJDOT Transportation Trust Fund – Park Boulevard Bicycle Lane – Phase 2 Project (MA-2011)

128-10
Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Contract with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the FY 2011 NJDOT Transportation Trust Fund – Park Boulevard Bicycle Lane – Phase 2 Project (BIKE-2011) 

129-10
Celebrating the 90th Anniversary of the Ratification of the 19th Amendment – Women’s Right to Vote August 26, 2010

130-10
Authorize Special Event Permit to Cape May United Methodist Church

131-10
Reappointment of Arthur Amonette as Municipal Tax Assessor

133-10
Accepting the Corrective Action Plan

134-10
Authorizing Notice to Bidders for Solid Waste and Recyclable Materials Collection Services

135-10
Authorizing Special Event Permit for David Fincke

136-10
Authorizing Agreement with Coded Systems for Preparation of a Revision and Codification of Ordinances

137-10
Authorizing an Award of Contract for Electric Generation Supply Services (Bid A-28) for the South Jersey Power Cooperative

138-10
Bill Payment

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING - None

COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer had no report.
Deputy Mayor Burke had no report.
Mayor Kaithern announced the Cape Manor housing project is well over 60% complete and that portion of the grant money was on the bill list for payment.  Once completed, the Borough will have 9 credits toward its COAH obligation.  The West Cape May Farmers Market is in the running for “America’s Favorite Farm Market” at farmland.org.  Currently, the Borough is in 1st place in NJ and 20th place in nation for medium-sized markets and voting is open until August 31st.  South Jersey Gas is still looking for homeowners who are actively interested in converting to natural gas.  At this time they are looking favorably at expanding service within West Cape May.  
PUBLIC PORTION

Kathy Gallagher, 629 West Drive, expressed her continuing concerns over the water loss issue and the lack of action to this point.  She also suggested the Borough reverse the water/sewer rate increase made in 2009.  Ms. Gallagher asked questions about the Water/Sewer budget and suggested the Borough pay for the water loss instead of having the users bear the burden.
John Rowley, 123 Emerald, asked the Engineer and was given a clarification about the water meters proposed under the USDA application.  He asked if there was a special tax for trash collection and was advised that it is part of the general budget.  Lastly, he asked when Edens will give its report, which has been scheduled for the first meeting in September.

Bud McDonough, 135 Third Avenue, supported the idea of changing the municipal election to November to save $10,000 in taxpayer’s dollars.  He also agreed with Kathy Gallagher’s suggestion of having the Borough, and thus all taxpayers, pay for the lost water instead of the burden falling only on water users.  Mayor Kaithern was unsure if State regulation would allow it, but agreed to check with the Auditor.  Mr. McDonough thought everyone should have to connect to water/sewer lines if they are in their area.  He also felt the new water/sewer rates structure is hurting smaller users and young families.

Mike Bean, 400 Fow Avenue, helped gather much of the information for the Taxpayers Association and felt it was as accurate if not more accurate than the Borough’s information.  He was especially dissatisfied with the length of time it is taking to resolve the issue, suggesting it should be handled as quickly as he felt the 6th Street Partners issue was resolved.  
Kathy Gallagher, 629 West Drive, felt there is a surplus in the Water/Sewer budget since public records show the amount billed to water users exceeds the amount paid to Cape May City and the County MUA.  Mayor Kaithern explained the revenue has to cover salaries, equipment and other operating expenses.  Ms. Gallagher again expressed displeasure over the water loss issue, the water/sewer rate structure, etc.

When no one else wished to speak the meeting was adjourned at 8:36 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke. 

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC
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