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BOROUGH OF WEST CAPE MAY 
COUNTY OF CAPE MAY 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 507-16 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WEST CAPE MAY ORDINANCE 

GOVERNING THE GENERAL PENALTY FOR ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS 
 

WHEREAS, Section 1-5 of the West Cape May Code sets for the general penalty for violations of 
municipal ordinances; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Commission of West Cape May has determined that Section 1-5 must 
be revised to bring it into conformance with the current version of N.J.S.A. 40:49-5, which authorizes 
municipalities to impose penalties for ordinance violations and establishes standards for those 
penalties; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Commission has further determined that this revision is in the best 
interest of West Cape May and its residents 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ORDAINED as follows: 
 
SECTION 1.     Subsection 1-5.1 of the West Cape May Code is hereby amended as follows: 
 
For violation of any provision of Code or any other ordinance of the Borough of West Cape May, unless a 
specific penalty is otherwise provided in connection with the ordinance violated, the maximum penalty 
upon conviction of the violation shall be by one of more of the following:   1) imprisonment in the Cape 
May County jail or any place provided by the borough for the detention of prisoners, for any term not 
exceeding 90 days; or 2) a fine not exceeding $2,000; or 3) a period of community service not exceeding 
90 day. 
 
SECTION 2.     Subsection 1-5.3 of the West Cape May Code is amended to delete the following 
sentence: “If the Board of Commissioners chooses not to impose an additional fine upon a person for a 
repeated violation of any municipal ordinance, the Board of Commissioners may waive the additional 
fine by ordinance or resolution.” 
 
SECTION 3.    A new subsection is hereby added to Section 1.5 as follows: 
 
For the violation of any ordinance pertaining to unlawful solid waste disposal, the minimum penalty 
shall consist of a fine not to exceed $2,500, and the maximum penalty shall consist of a fine not to 
exceed $10,000. 
 
SECTION 4. A new subsection is hereby added to Section 1.5 as follows: 
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In any case where the Borough chooses to impose a fine of more than $1,250 upon an owner for 
violations of housing or zoning codes, the owner shall be afforded a 30-day period within which to cure 
or abate the condition, and shall also be afforded an opportunity for a hearing before a court of 
competent jurisdiction for an independent determination concerning the violation.   Subsequent to the 
expiration of the 30-day period, a fine greater than $1,250 may be imposed if a court has not 
determined otherwise, or upon re-inspection of the property it is determined that the abatement has 
not be been substantially completed. 
 
SECTION 5.   The provisions of this ordinance are severable.  Should any provision be found invalid, 
that finding shall not affect the validity of the remaining provisions. 
 
SECTION 6.   All ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
  
SECTION 7.   This Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after final passage and publication, as provided 
by law. 
 
              
       Pamela M, Kaithern, Mayor 
 
              
       Peter C. Burke, Deputy Mayor 
 
              
       Carol E. Sabo, Commissioner 
 
       
Elaine L. Wallace, RMC  
Municipal Clerk  
 
 
Introduced: January 27, 2016 
Adopted: February 10, 2016 
 
 
  


