MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

August 24, 2011
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 1:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, and Solicitor Frank Corrado.

WORK SESSION
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study:  There was nothing new to report.
Animal Control Service Contract:  Requests for proposal were sent to three providers.
Liquor Licenses:  Mayor Kaithern is waiting for feedback from the community group she formed and then the Board will have further discussion.
Recovering Fire Response Costs:  Solicitor Corrado would like to do more research on the topic and receive input from Mr. Braslow, the VFC’s attorney.  Deputy Mayor Burke asserted that he still has a problem with charging West Cape May residents for calls if the Lower Township residents in the Borough’s service area aren’t also required to pay.  Mr. Corrado advised the topic should be discussed with the Townbank Fire Commissioners.  Mr. Corrado also reviewed the contract Mr. Geyer gave him from a firm offering to collect monies that may have been charged to the VFC from which they were exempt, such as certain taxes on gasoline, and found it to be acceptable.  Mayor Kaithern asked to see the agreement, stating the finance office may already have done some of this work.  
Shed for Cub Scouts:  Mayor Kaithern and Chief McPherson reviewed the storage area where the scouts and other groups store their stuff.  Instead of putting a shed outside, it was decided shelving should be installed in the area to keep everything neat. 
Events at Fire Hall:  There was discussion about the process the VFC should use to notify the Borough of events being held at the Fire Hall.  Many events have been taking place without any notice being given to the Borough, which is required by the special event policy as well as the memorandum of understanding.  Commissioner Geyer is trying to work with the individual in charge of the hall rentals.  Solicitor Corrado asked Commissioner Geyer to provide him with a copy of the separate liability policy the VFC purchases.
Sunset Boulevard Parking Lot:  Commissioner Geyer advised the board that he left messages for Ed Belski but hasn’t heard back from him.
NEW BUSINESS:

Best Practices Inventory Questionnaire:  The Board reviewed the questionnaire which was completed by the CFOs, Mayor and Clerk.  The Board discussed establishing an absence from meeting policy.  After some discussion about the number of absences permissible, and whether other boards and commissions would be treated differently than the governing body, Solicitor Corrado agreed to research further and draft an ordinance for discussion at the next meeting.
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent agenda items.   

The Work Session portion of the meeting was adjourned at 1:43 PM and the Regular Meeting convened at 1:47 PM.

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the following Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.

Minutes: 
August 10, 2011 Work Session and Regular Meeting
Ordinances for Introduction and Publication: None
Resolutions:

107-11 Authorizing Refund of Macedonia Baptist Church Wilbraham Park $250.00 Deposit for Clean Up Fee

108-11
Refund Overpayment of Real Estate Taxes Paid for Block 21, Lot 29

109-11
Release of Historic Preservation Commission Escrow Danzi Construction LLC

110-11
Release of Historic Preservation Commission Escrow Fred Conner

111-11 Authorizing Refund of Peterson Little VFW Ladies Wilbraham Park $250.00 Deposit for Clean Up Fee

112-11
Rescinding Resolution #144-10 and Authorizing New Professional Services Contract with Remington, Vernick & Walberg Engineers for USDA Water and Waste Application

113-11
Release of Unexpended Escrow and Performance Bond – Michael Bitny

114-11
Grant Management Plan - FY 2012 Small Cities Program Housing Rehabilitation Fund

115-11
Identifying CDBG Fair Housing Officer - FY 2012 Small Cities Program Housing Rehabilitation Fund

116-11
Approving the Policy and Procedure Manual - FY 2012 Small Cities Program Housing Rehabilitation Fund

117-11
Schedule I - FY 2012 Small Cities Program Housing Rehabilitation Fund

118-11
Citizen Participation Plan - FY 2012 Small Cities Program Housing Rehabilitation Fund

119-11
Authorize Special Event Permit to Dungannon, Inc.

120-11
Bill Payment

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None

COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer reported an Emergency Management meeting the following day to discuss and prepare for Hurricane Irene. 
Deputy Mayor Burke reminded everyone the 10th Annual Patriot Day service will be held at the County Administration building at 1 PM on September 11, 2011.
Mayor Kaithern announced the Borough received a USDA grant/loan to complete several infrastructure gaps in town within the approved sewer service area and to install 2 new master meters to measure water leaving the Borough.  Congressman Lobiondo and representatives of the USDA presented the award at the farmers market the night before, which was celebrating its 10th birthday.  The state and federal official were impressed by the Borough’s market, which has served as an incubator for several local businesses.

PUBLIC PORTION:

Mike Bean, 400 Fow Avenue, stated surveyor Bill Sweeney was on his property and he wondered if the Borough hired him to do work.  The Borough had no knowledge of what Mr. Sweeney was doing and does not have him under contract.  Mr. Bean also asked where the two new master meters will be placed and was advised they will measure flow into Lower Township near Canning House Lane and flow into Cape May Point near Stevens and Sunset.  He also wanted to know if Edens has been contracted to investigate the reduction in the water loss.  They are currently collecting data, but no new information is available at this time.  Lastly he asked about the liquor license discussion, but was advised it is being postponed until the Mayor collects more information.
Mayor Kaithern received correspondence from Remington Vernick asking if the Borough is interested in pursuing State funding for the next phase of the Park Boulevard bike lane.  The Commissioners were in favor of having RV do that work.  

On motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer, the Board unanimously agreed to pass a resolution authorizing Remington Vernick to apply for the bike path extension for a price not to exceed $1,200.  The clerk will prepare a resolution to memorialize this action at the next meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:07 PM on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke. 

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC

Borough Clerk
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