BOROUGH OF WEST CAPE MAY

PLANNING-ZONING BOARD

REGULAR MEETING – July 12, 2011
The Regular Meeting of the Borough of West Cape May Planning-Zoning Board, held at the Municipal Building, 732 Broadway, was called to order by Chairperson Mulligan at 7:00 PM.  After reading the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975 he led all present in the flag salute.
ROLL CALL:
Members:





  Ramsey Geyer
present

  Diane Rea

absent

  Doris Jacobsen
present

  Chris Shriver

absent

  Art Joblin

present

  Mark Kulkowitz
absent

  Pam Kaithern
present

Alternates:



  Paul Mulligan
present

  Gary Novak

absent

  Kevin O’Neill
present

  Dwight Coleman
present
Also Present:

Brock Russell, Esq., Board Solicitor



Ray Roberts, P.E., Acting Board Engineer




Elaine Wallace, Recording Secretary
RESOLUTION #05-11, Marvin & Mary Hardy, 322 Moore Street, Block 45, Lot 10.01:  On motion of Art Joblin, seconded by Doris Jacobsen, the aforementioned resolution was approved on unanimous roll call vote.
APPLICATION 05-11, James McPartlin & Elise Kelly, 124 York Avenue, Block 4, Lot 14  Attorney Ben Zeltner represented the property owners.  Board Solicitor Brock Russell swore in Architect Mark Lovell and owner Elise Kelly.  Mr. Zeltner gave an overview of the application.  Mr. Lovell was qualified as an expert witness and explained the proposed building of a second floor bathroom which would improve the quality of life of the homeowners.  In order to camouflage the supports and to improve the historic aesthetics of the house, the owners would like to extend their existing porch to wrap around the side and under the new bathroom.  This would extend an existing non-conformity, but would not increase it. Elise Kelly, who has owned the house since 1995, wanted to honor the historical nature of her house.  The applicant provided several pictures of other houses on the street with porches similar to what they are proposing.  Engineer Roberts reviewed his report and agreed that no new non-conformities were being proposed.  Chairman Mulligan opened a public hearing, first to anyone within 200’ of the property, then to anyone outside the 200’.  When no on wished to speak, the public hearing was closed.  Solicitor Russell deemed it to be a C2 betterment variance.  Art Joblin made a motion to approve the variance subject to HPC approval.  Doris Jacobsen seconded the motion which was carried unanimously on roll call vote.
Informal Hearing – Pearl Street.  Charles Albert appeared before the board because of a discrepancy between his deed, surveys and Borough tax maps in regard to his property line.  Solicitor Russell advised Mr. Albert that the board had no jurisdiction in a dispute of title – only a superior court judge could rule on it.

NJ Wineries.  All members received emails about a court decision in December 2010 that declared NJ winery law unconstitutional because it gave an advantage to in-state wineries.    The legislature has considered two bills to change shipping laws to help alleviate the problem, but the assembly has not passed their version.  The enforcement of the court decision could shut down the NJ wine industry and would seriously harm the agriculture industry as well as impede farmland preservation.  After some discussion, the board was in favor of sending a letter to the governing body urging them to pass a resolution supporting the proposed shipping legislation.  Paul Mulligan and Elaine Wallace will work on language for a resolution.
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: No one wished to speak.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion of Pam Kaithern, seconded by Art Joblin, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:08 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace

Recording Secretary
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