
 BOROUGH OF WEST CAPE MAY

PLANNING-ZONING BOARD

REGULAR MEETING – February 12, 2013
The Regular Meeting of the Borough of West Cape May Planning-Zoning Board, held at the Municipal Building, 732 Broadway, was called to order by Chairman Mulligan at 7:00 PM.  After reading the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975 he led all present in the flag salute.

ROLL CALL:

Members:






  Doris Jacobsen
present

  Kevin O’Neill
present

  Art Joblin

present
  
  Diane Rea

present

  Tina Johnson

present

  Carol Sabo

present

 
  Pam Kaithern
present

Alternates:




  Mark Kulkowitz
present

  Chris Shriver

present


  Paul Mulligan
present

  TJ Belasco

present

Also Present:

Brock Russell, Esq., Board Solicitor




Ray Roberts, Board Engineer




Elaine Wallace, Recording Secretary

MINUTES On motion of Chris Shriver, seconded by Doris Jacobsen, the minutes of December 11, 2012 were approved on roll call as follows:  Jacobsen, Kulkowitz, Sabo, and Belasco abstaining, all remaining members present voting in the affirmative.  On motion of Doris Jacobsen, seconded by Art Joblin, the minutes of January 8, 2013 were approved on roll call vote as follows:  Kulkowitz, Sabo, Shriver, and Belasco abstaining, all remaining members present voting in the affirmative.
RESOLUTION 002-13 Tenbrook/Sutcliffe et al, Block 60, Lots 1.02 & 2 On motion of Kevin O’Neill, seconded by Tina Johnson, the aforementioned resolution was approved on roll call vote as follows:  Kulkowitz, Sabo, Shriver, and Belasco abstaining, all remaining members present voting in the affirmative.

APPLICATION 008-12 Wertley, 145 York Avenue, Block 5, Lot 9.2 Attorney Louis Dwyer and applicant Heather Wertley appeared before the Board.  Mr. Dwyer asked the hearing be postponed due to some last minutes issues he and his client were unaware of that need to be resolved.  On motion of Art Joblin, seconded by Mark Kulkowitz, the hearing was postponed until April 9th at 7 PM.  Solicitor Russell officially announced the postponement so the applicant will not need to republic notice.  
INFORMAL HEARING Matthew Notch, 289 Sixth Avenue Solicitor Russell reminded everyone that an informal application is one that MLUL allows to be heard, but no action or commitments can be made by the board.  Matt Notch gave a brief background of himself and explained he would like to live in West Cape May and send his daughter to WCM Elementary school.  He is considering purchasing a parcel on Sixth Avenue, but due to the high cost of the land and the need to demolish the two existing, derelict buildings, he would need to subdivide the land and sell a portion of it.  He is hoping to sell the second parcel, below market value, to a good friend who could also raise a young family in this community.  The existing parcel is large enough that, as proposed, both lots created would exceed the minimum lot size but only one would be completely compliant.  The other would be non-conforming for lot frontage only.  Currently there are two houses on one lot, which is non-conforming.  Solicitor Russell pointed out that by doing the subdivision and abating that non-conformity could weigh in Mr. Notch’s favor.  Pam Kaithern questioned why he chose to subdivide the lots as he did.  He explained he has a tree care business and would like to plant long rows of trees that take around 20-30 years to mature, but the plan is only conceptual and he is open to change.  Mr. Notch thanked the board for their time and feedback.  A neighbor of the parcel stated he felt the plan sounded appealing, but Solicitor Russell advised that testimony cannot be taken during an informal hearing.
DISCUSSION:

Business District Discussion:  Since the Planning Board has struggled with how to make the changes requested without causing more problems, the governing body plans to appoint a task force to handle the subject.  
Dark Sky Ordinance:  Paul Mulligan asked the Board to consider adopting a Dark Sky ordinance to limit the amount of light that is reflected in the night sky and across property lines.  Elaine Wallace will look for sample ordinances for Mr. Mulligan to review.
Roundabout at Perry/Park/Myrtle:  Paul announced there are handouts available from the County presentation on the proposed roundabout.  The roundabout is consistent with the Master Plan and the vision of the Planning Board.   The County Planning Department is in charge of the project and they solicited input from residents during the meeting and will incorporate it into their plans. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: No comments
On motion of Doris Jacobsen, seconded by Carol Sabo, and carried by unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace

Recording Secretary
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