MINUTES OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORK SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING

May 9, 2012
The Work Session of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of West Cape May was called to order by Mayor Kaithern at 7:00 PM.  The Open Public Meetings Statement was read by Mayor Kaithern who then led those present in the flag salute.  Mayor Pamela Kaithern, Deputy Mayor Peter Burke, and Commissioner Ramsey Geyer answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Borough Clerk Elaine Wallace, Deputy Clerk Dianne Rutherford, Engineer Ray Roberts, and Solicitor Frank Corrado.
WORK SESSION
ENGINEER’S REPORT: Engineer Ray Roberts reviewed the May report attached.
OLD BUSINESS

Water System Study: Nothing new to report.
NEW BUSINESS:

Edmunds Modules for Accepting Credit Card Payments:  Over the years, people have asked to be able to submit payments via credit card.  Edmunds offers modules for accepting credit cards for tax payments and water/sewer payments.  The Board was in favor of pursuing.  Mayor Kaithern will ask the Tax Collector to put together some information for further consideration.  The Borough must also make sure Sturdy Savings Bank is OK with processing payments that way.

Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP):  The Borough is one of the few municipalities that have a state approved sewer service area.  Because most towns felt it was too difficult to do one, the State arranged to have the counties in charge of countywide WQMPs.  Mayor Kaithern and Gary Novak worked on the first one and are now dealing with the county on this one.  She showed a map that was provided by the County, which is roughly identical to the Borough’s existing WQMP.  The State is requiring that environmentally sensitive areas of greater than 25 contiguous acres be denoted with crosshatch markings on the map.  The Board discussed whether to accept the map as provided or if further markings should be made to show other restricted areas such as preserved farms, open space, and deed restricted wetlands owned by the Borough.  The original sewer service area was made as broad as possible, even though not all areas within the boundaries would be able to have sewer service due to environmental and other restraints.  After some discussion, the Board agreed it would be best to color-code such areas to make it clearer and more informative.  
COAH Funds:  Commissioner Geyer asked if the Borough had COAH monies that might be at risk of recapture by the state.  Mayor Kaithern explained the Borough’s spending plan has been approved and its funds are not in jeopardy.  The funds are slated to be used as part of the housing rehabilitation program.  Solicitor Corrado felt it was important to note few towns have done as much for COAH as the Borough.
Firefighter Drug Tests:  Mayor Kaithern noted that only 1 of the 5 firefighters appointed in 2012 has complied with the drug test requirement.  She thought they were supposed to be done within a 2 week timeframe.  Commissioner Geyer was not sure there was a set timeframe, but explained the new people have had trouble taking time off work to come into the Borough during its normal business hours to pick up the necessary paperwork and then take it to LabCorp.  Mr. Geyer will look into the possibility of having the test on-site.  Clerk Wallace will look into the agreement made with the current testing company.
REVIEW OF REGULAR MEETING:  Mayor Kaithern reviewed the Consent Agenda and Non-Consent Agenda items. 
The work session adjourned at 8:13 pm; the regular portion convened at 8:17 pm

CONSENT AGENDA:  On motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke, the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved on roll call vote.
Minutes: 
April 11, 2012 Work Session and Regular Meeting



April 11, 2012 Closed Session

April 25, 2012 Work Session and Regular Meeting
April 25, 2012 Closed Session

Resolutions:

71-12 
Scheduling of Closed Session – Water Loss Potential Litigation

72-12
Raffle License to Cape May Technical School After Prom

73-12
Bill Payment

74-12
Opposing S1914 Requiring User Fees be Included in 2% Cap

75-12
Support of S1900 Phased-in Restoration

76-12
Authorizing Professional Services Contract with Triad Associates for NJDCA Small Cities Housing Rehabilitation Program Administration

NON-CONSENT AGENDA
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMISSIONER REPORTS

Commissioner Geyer reminded everyone to be aware and more careful of increased traffic during the upcoming summer season. 
Deputy Mayor Burke reported the Shade Tree Commission (STC) is holding a meeting for its 5 year community forestry plan which is funded through a State grant.  The STC is also in talks with the US Coast Guard about planting the “space tree” West Cape May received from NASA on the Coast Guard Base.  
Mayor Kaithern had no report this evening.
PUBLIC PORTION:
Sharyn Mead, 312 Sixth Avenue, asked several questions about how she could connect to the Fifth Avenue sewer because her septic system is failing.  She also asked the Borough to consider putting sewer down Sixth Avenue.  She was advised the streets that will be getting sewer in the next year or so were approved under a USDA grant that was applied for over 2 ½ years ago.  The streets were chosen based on input and recommendations from the Water Sewer Superintendent for areas with the greatest need based on variables including problem areas, existing conditions, physical location, depth, slope, etc.   Mayor Kaithern explained that in the 1990s the Borough installed sewer lines through federal or state funding that prohibited placing sewers in environmentally sensitive areas.  There were some sewer hookups permitted and problems encountered that led to the State issuing an administrative order against the Borough.  Ms. Mead stated she is a resident and wants the same benefits that other residents have, and felt the location of sewer lines seemed arbitrary.  She wants to subdivide her lot, which is large enough, but her builder was advised by the zoning office that sewer was required for a subdivision.  There was discussion about sewer grates and manholes and what was storm sewer and what was sanitary sewer.  She didn’t understand why, if her property is in the sewer service area, she can’t have sewer.  It was explained that not all areas within the sewer service area are eligible for sewer based on criteria such as being environmentally sensitive, and feasibility of installing sewer lines.  Ms. Mead reiterated her need for sewer and would like the Borough to consider installing one.  She stated she did not have the money to look into doing this herself and felt as a resident she is entitled to assistance.  Lastly, she commented on the resolution for closed session for water loss potential litigation.  She wanted to see the Borough try to work out the matter through discussion instead of going to costly litigation.  She was assured the Borough has been making every attempt for over two years to avoid litigation and to resolve the matter.  Ms. Mead stated she felt there was some adversarial attitude on the Board.  She will try talking to David Carrick and be back with any questions.
The meeting recessed into closed session at 8:55 pm and reconvened at 9:08 pm on motion of Commissioner Geyer, seconded by Deputy Mayor Burke.   No action was taken as a result of the closed session.
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:09 PM on motion of Deputy Mayor Burke, seconded by Commissioner Geyer. 
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine L. Wallace, RMC, Borough Clerk
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